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Health  ‘Department. 


STAFF. 

BARCLAY  REEKIE.  M.B.,  Ch.B.,  D.P.H.,  Medical  Officer  of  Hcaltfi,  Medical  Superintendent. 
West  Fife  Infectious  Diseases  Hospital;  Administrative  Medical  Officer.  Carnegie  Dunfermline 
trust,  and  Medical  Superintendent.  Bandrum  Children's  Home. 

OBERT  M.  WINK,  B.Sc.,  M.B..  Ch.B.,  D.P.H.,  A.ssi.stant  Medical  Officer  of  Health;  Resident 
Medical  Officer,  West  Fife  Infectious  Diseases  Hospital. 

UY  H.  SCOULAR,  M.B.,  Ch.B.,  D.P.H.,  Assistant  Medical  Officer  of  Health;  A.ssistant  Medical 
Officer,  West  Fife  Infectious  Diseases  Hospital  (resigned  15/12/49). 

fCTOR  D.  RANDALL  MARTIN,  M.B.,  Ch.B.,  D.P.H.,  Assistant  Medical  Officer  of  Health; 
Assistant  Medical  Officer,  West  Fife  Infectious  Di.seases  Hospital. 

PEPHEN  N.  P.  STOBIE,  M.B.,  Ch.B.,  D.P.H.,  Assistant  Medical  Officer  of  Health:  Assistant 
Medical  Officer,  West  Fife  Infectious  Diseases  Hospital  (appointed  12/12/49). 


HEALTH  VISITORS. 


Miss  L.  NISBET. 

Miss  A.  M.  SOUTAR. 
Miss  C.  JOHNSTON. 
Miss  1.  BINNIE. 

Miss  M.  D.  DUNN 
(resigned  31/12/49). 
Miss  M.  C.  HOOD. 


Miss  H.  ROBERTSON. 
Miss  M.  MACLEOD. 
Miss  F.  DEACON. 

Miss  E.  SMITH 

(resigned  26/11/49). 
Miss  L.  ROBERTSON. 
Miss  M.  B.  MILNE 
(appointed  22/11/49). 


HOME  NURSING  AND  DOMICILIARY  MIDWIFERY  STAFF. 
Dunfermline. 

Miss  E.  TODD.  Miss  S.  K.  McNEIL. 

Miss  J.  MACGREGOR.  Miss  A.  S.  CARROLL. 

Rosylh. 

Mi.ss  I.  LEADBETTER.  Mi.ss  I.  STONELEY. 


PART-TIME  DOMICILIARY  MIDWIVES. 

Mrs  L.  BEVERIDGE.  Mrs  E.  COX.  Mrs  C.  YOUNG. 


DAY  NURSERY  STAFF. 

Mrs  J.  THOM.SON,  Matron,  Broomhead  Nursery. 

Mrs  J.  WALKER-JACK,  Matron.  Rosyth  Nursery. 

CLERICAL  STAFF. 

Miss  J.  G.  ERSKINE.  Chief  Clerk.  Miss  C.  CAR.STAIRS. 

Miss  C.  BARDNER  (resigned  15/1/49).  Mi.ss  I.  MOODY. 

Miss  S.  EADIE.  Miss  P.  DONALD.SON. 

Miss  M.  RUTHERFORD.  Mi.ss  A.  MACDONAl  D. 

Mi.ss  E.  HODG.SON  (appointed  21/2/49). 

MENTAL  HEALTH  SERVICE. 

ANDREW  D.  MICHIE,  Authorised  Officer. 

GEORGE  K.  PLUMMER,  Authorised  Officer. 

EARNE(;IE  DUNFERMLINE  TRUST  .STAFF  ENGAGED  IN  THE  .SCHOOL  TREATMENT 

SERVICE. 

Staff. 

Muss  MADELINE  G.  LESLIE,  L.D.S.,  R.C.S.  Ed.,  Demist. 

Miss  AGNE.S  B.  WHITE,  C.S.P.,  Physiotherapist. 

Miss  N.  WOOD,  .Speech  Therapist. 

Nurses. 

Miss  A.  E.  BENNETT.  Miss  E.  B.  STENHOUSE. 

.'Secretary— Miss  M.  C.  McLAREN. 
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To  the  Trovosty  NlagistrateSy  and  Councillors  of  the 
Qity  and  T^yal  Turgh  of  'Dunfermline , and  to 
the  Department  of  Health  for  Scotland. 

CiENTLEMEN, 

I Iiave  the  honour  to  submit  the  Annual  Report  on  the  health 
and  welfare  of  Dunfermline  for  the  year  1949. 

h'or  the  hrst  time  the  Annual  Report  of  the  Social  Services 
( )flicer  is  included,  otherwise  the  scope  of  the  Report  is  similar  t«-» 
that  of  last  year. 

h'rom  the  point  of  view  of  preventive  medicine,  the  year  1949 
was  a satisfactory  one. 

While  the  health  of  a community  cannot  be  directlv  assessed 
by  its  vital  statistics,  they  serve  as  an  indication  of  progress.  The 
death  rate  was  the  lowest  ever  recorded  in  the  Burgh. 

Pulmonary  tuberculosis  continued  to  be  prevalent,  but  the 
death-rates  from  it  and  other  forms  of  tuberculosis  established  new 
low  records. 

For  the  second  year  in  succession  there  was  a complete  absence 
of  diphtheria.  Dunfermline  continues  to  occupy  leading  place 
among  the  large  burghs  of  Scotland  for  the  number  of  children 
immunised  against  diphtheria. 

'fhere  Wcis  every  indication  that  the  people  benefited  from  an 
increasing  use  and  appreciation  of  the  Local  Authority’s  health 
services. 

In  this  respect  a noteworthy  feature  was  the  attendance  at  the 
(dhild  Welfare  C'linics  of  ninety-two  per  cent,  of  the  infants  in 
Dunfermline. 

To  all  who  so  loyal  I v co-operated  with  me  in  the  work,  I gladly 
a\’ail  myself  of  the  opportunitv  of  making  acknowledgment , 

I am, 

\’our  obedient  Servant, 

C.  BARC  LAY  Rh:FKlH, 

Medical  OHicer  of  Ileallh. 


I lealih  Department, 
Dunfennlim*,  j(;lh  Julv  1950. 
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Summary  of  Vital  Statistics. 


The  following  is  a summary  of  the  principal  statislii's  for  llu* 
years  1944,  1945,  1940,  1947,  1948,  and  1949:  — 


1944. 

1945. 

1946. 

1947. 

1948. 

1949. 

Population 

41,000 

41,182 

42,730 

44,904 

44,892 

45,098 

Number  of  Deaths  (cor- 
rected)   

467 

447 

517 

552 

481 

457 

Death-rate  per  1000  popu- 
lation (corrected  and 
adjusted  for  age  and  sex 
distribution)  

11.6 

11.1 

12.3 

12.5 

10.9 

10.3 

Deaths  of  infants  under  1 
year  

54 

29 

39 

41 

41 

32 

Infantile  mortality  rate 
per  1000  births 

61 

36 

44 

44 

48 

43 

Number  of  deaths  from 
pulmonary  tuberculosis, 

12 

13 

15 

19 

16 

13 

Death-rate  per  1000  from 
pulmonary  tuberculosis, 

0.29 

0.32 

0.35 

0.42 

0.36 

0.29 

Number  of  deaths  from 
tuberculosis  (all  forms). 

19 

21 

18 

25 

20 

14 

Death-rate  per  1000  from 
all  forms  of  tuberculosis. 

0.46 

0.51 

0.42 

0.56 

0.45 

0.31 

Death-rate  per  1000  from 
the  principal  epidemic 
diseases 

0.17 

0.10 

0.09 

0.13 

0.04 

0.09 

Marriage-rate  per  1000 
population  

7.8 

9.6 

11.0 

10.5 

10.0 

9.8 

Number  of  live  births  regis- 
tered (corrected) 

891 

799 

885 

934 

852 

737 

Number  of  still  births  regis- 
tered (corrected) 

23 

25 

36 

22 

19 

27 

Live  birth-rate  per  1000 
population  

19.7 

17.8 

20.0 

20.8 

19.0 

16.3 

Illegitimate  births  per  100 
births  

6.2 

8.0 

fl.O 

4.6 

5.6 

3.8 

Maternal  mortality  rate 
(maternal  deaths  per 
1000  live  and  still  births) 

3.3 

4.8 

1.1 

5.2 

2.3 

2.6 

fi. 


c^NNUJL  TiEPORT. 


Population. — The  population,,  as  estimated  by  the  Registrar  i 
Cjeneral  to  the  30th  June  1949,  was  45,098,  being  an  increase  of  io6  1: 
on  the  1948  figure. 

Birth  Rate. — During  tlie  year  there  was  a decrease  of  115  births  1 
as  compared  witli  1948.  d’he  actual  birth  rate  was  1O.3  per  thousand  i 
and  is  lower  than  the  rate  for  vScotland  which  wiis  18.5  per  thousand. 
The  decline  from  the  peak  figure  of  20.8  per  thousand  in  1947  has 
thus  continued. 

Still  Birth  Rate. — Compared  with  1948,  the  still  birth  rate  has 
shown  an  increase,  the  figure  being  35  per  thousand  Ijirths  as 
I'ompared  with  22  in  the  previous  year,  which  wiis  the  lowest  1 
recorded  since  1939,  when  still  births  were  first  made  notifiable. 

Death  Rate. — Tlie  corrected  death  rate  for  1949  was  IU.3,  and 
is  the  lowest  ever  recorded  in  the  Burgh.  This  compares  with  12.3. 
for  Scotland  and  12.5  for  the  large  Burghs. 

Infant  Mortality  Rate.  The  infant  mortality  rate  of  43 
compares  with  48  for  the  previous  year.  The  rate  for  Scotland  is 
41,  and  for  the  large  Burghs  44. 

Maternal  Mortality  Rate. — The  maternal  mortalitv  rate  of  2.0 
compares  with  2.3  for  the  previous  year,  and  1.3  for  Scotland. 

Deaths  from  Tuberculosis. — The  number  of  deaths  from  i 
respiratory  tuberculosis  has  shown  a decrease  during  the  year,  there 
being  13  deaths  from  this  disease  giving  a rate  of  0.29  per  thousand 
of  population,  as  compared  with  a rate  of  0.59  for  Scotland.  I'he 
number  of  deaths  from  non-respiratory  tuberculosis  also  continue.^ 
to  decrease,  there  being  i death  giving  a mortality  rate  of  0.02  as 
compared  with  0.09  in  1948. 

Deaths  from  Cancer. — Of  the  deaths  registered  (12  were  due  l<' 
cancer,  gi\ing  a death  rate  of  1.3  per  thousand  of  population  as 
i-ompared  with  1.4  for  1948. 
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CARE  OF  MOTHERS  AND  YOUNG  CHILDREN. 

Witli  the  exception  of  the  provision  of  dental  care,  to  which 
particular  reference  is  made  later,  this  service  has  functioned  well. 

By  arrangement  with  the  Ministry  of  Food,  a weekly  return 
of  expectant  mothers  who  have  claimed  the  extra  food  ratic'ii 
available  to  them  is  obtained  from  the  local  office.  Health  visitors 
then  visit  these  women  to  ascertain  the  arrangements  which  have 
been  made  for  ante-natal  care,  and  to  give  any  necessary  assistance 
and  advice. 

In  Dunfermline  a large  proportion  of  the  women  elect  to  have 
their  continements  in  the  Maternity  Hospital.  .Vulomatically, 
therefore,  these  women  attend  the  ante-natal  tmd  jiost-nata!  clinics 
conducted  at  the  hospital.  The  Obstetrician  attciched  to  the 

Maternity  Hospital  supervises  all  the  ante-natal  and  post-natal  work, 
and  sees  cases  referred  to  him  by  general  practitioners  ftjr 
consultation  and  advice. 

Ante^natal  and  Post=natal  Clinics. — During  the  year  ante- 
natal and  post-natal  clinics  were  held  on  Mondays,  Tuesda\s,  and 
Thursdays  at  ii  a.m.  and  1.30  p.m.,  and  on  Wednesdays  and 
Saturdays  at  1.30  p.m.  at  the  ante-natal  department  of  the  Maternity 


Hospital. 

Ante-natal. 

Post-natal. 

(i)  Number  of  clinics  at  end  of  year  provided 
by  Local  Health  Authority 

1 

1 

(ii)  Number  of  clinics  at  end  of  year  provided  by 
Voluntary  Bodies 



— 

(iii)  Total  number  of  women  who  attended  at  the 
clinics  during  year  . . . . : 

387 

355 

(iv)  Total  number  of  attendances 

4,455 

608 

Following  the  notification  of  birth,  each  child  is  visited  on 
approximately  the  tenth  day  lifter  birth  by  a health  visitor  and  again 
a week  later.  Thereafter,  monthly  visits  are  paid  during  the  first 
year,  and  more  frec(uently  if  circumstances  warrant.  from  the 
commencement  (d  the  second  year,  three  monthly  visits  are  made: 
until  the  child  is  five  years  of  age.  General  advice  is  given  to 
iiKjthers,  and  an  invitation  extended  to  become  associated  with  the 
child  welfare  clinic  in  their  district. 

To  ensure  the  care  of  piemature  infants,  an  arrangemenl  has 
been  made  to  admit  women  in  premature  labour  as  emergencies  to 
the  .Maternity  Hospital  whenever  po.ssible.  If  the  mother  and  infant 
have  to  remain  at  home,  special  equipment  for  the  care  of  the  infant 


is  issued  on  loun  from  the  Health  Department  and  supervision 
maintained  bv  the  appropriate  local  authority  nursinj^  services. 


Child  Welfare  Clinics. — The  following  table  indicates  the 
number  and  activities  of  these  clinics  during  the  year  : — 

(i)  Number  of  clinics  at  end  of  year  provided  by  Local  Health 

Authority  6 

(ii)  Number  of  clinics  at  end  of  year  provided  by  Voluntary 

Bodies — 

(iii)  Number  of  children  who  attended  the  clinics  during  year  ...  2,184 

(iv)  Number  of  children  who  first  attended  the  clinics  during  year 

and  who,  on  the  date  of  their  first  attendance,  were — 

(a)  Under  1 year  of  age  681 

(/')  Over  1 year  of  age 103 

(v)  Total  number  of  attendances  during  year  made  at  the 

clinics  by  children  who,  at  the  end  of  the  year,  were : — 

(a  Under  1 year  of  age  5,965 

{i)  Over  1 year  of  age 10,983 


The  six  child  welfare  clinics  are  situated,  viz.  : — 


Siliiation.  Day(s). 

Muir  Road,  Tovvnhill Monday 

Buldridgeburn  Institute Monday 

Rosyth  Institute,  Parkgate Tuesday 

Wednesday 

Netliertown  Institute Thursday 

Carnegie  Clinic,  Inglis  Street Thursday 

Kingseat  Institute 1st  and  3rd 

Wednesday 
of  each  month. 


Hours. 

10  a.m.-12  noon. 
2 p.m.-4  p.m. 

2 p.m.-4  p.m. 

10  a.m.-12  noon. 
2 p.m.-4  p.m. 

10  a.m.-12  noon. 


ddie  main  function  of  the  child  welfare  clinics  is  educational. 
'The  clinics  are  open  to  all  mothers  lo  give  advice  on  the  welfare  of 
their  children,  d’he  prevention  of  disease  is  a greater  achievement 
than  the  after-care  of  a defect  which  has  been  permitted  to  ap|)ear 
through  ignortince  or  neglect.  The  primarv  object  of  the  work, 
therefore,  is  preventive.  As  far  as  possible,  the  work  at  the  clinics 
is  limited  to  the  education  of  mothers,  considlation,  and  diagnosis. 
I'Aery  endeavotir  is  made  to  give  a knowledge  of  correct  feeding 
and  child  nu'inagemeiU.  Il  is  i\  noteworthv  feature  (hat  t)f  the  7,>7 
corrected  birlh.s  for  Dunfermline,  ()Si  infants  made  an  tittend.'ince 
at  the  child  welfare  clinics,  rc|)resenting  a ligure  of  92  per  cent. 
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The  following  table  shows  the  attendance  during  the  year 
each  of  the  clinics  : — 


at 


Number  of  children  who  first  attended 
the  clinics  during  the  year  and  who, 
on  the  date  of  their  first  attendance, 
were ; — 

(a)  Under  1 year  of  age 

(^)  Over  1 year  of  age  

Total  number  of  attendances  during  the 
year  made  at  the  clinics  by  children 
who,  at  the  end  of  the  year,  were  : — 
(a)  Under  1 year  of  age 


e 

5 

o 

H 


80 

16 


612 


(^)  Over  1 year  of  age 


...1161 


102 

6 


841 

1954 


x: 

tfi 

o 

Qi 


192 

21 


1793 

3778 


s 

(J) 


131 

35 


1295 

2172 


160 

17 


1351 

1635 


16 

8 


73 

283 


o 

H 


681 

103 


5,965 

10,983 


.\dvice  was  given  at  the  various  clinics  regarding  the  following 
conditions  : — 


Anaemia 47 

Circulatory  system  defects 12 

Congenital  abnormalities 35 

Dental  caries 21 

Dermatological  conditions 348 

Ear,  nose,  and  throat  defects 182 

Castro-intestinal  conditions 117 

Icterus  neonatorum 4 

Infectious  diseases 12 

Injuries 21 

Neurological  defects 32 

Nutritional  defects 603 

Ophthalmic  defects 116 


Orthopaedic  defects 100 

Parasitic  (intestinal  conditions) 44 

Parasitic  (skin  conditions) 16 

Prematurity 1 

Reactions  to  vaccination  and  inocula- 
tion   22 

Respiratory  infections 280 

Speech  defects 6 

Surgical  conditions 49 

Teething  difficulties 156 

Thrush 17 

Unhealed  umbilicus 53 

Urinary  system  defects 28 


One  child  in  the  area  showed  symptoms  of  rickets,  and  attended 
a clinic. 


During  the  year  a total  of  1,663  prescriptions  were  issued  at  tlie 
clinics. 


V'^oluntary  Workers. — 'i'he  work  of  the  health  visitors  in 
running  child  welfare  clinics  is  very  mtiterially  lightened  by  the 
willing  assistance  they  receive  from  a number  of  ladies  who  regularly 
give  their  services  as  voluntary  workers. 

At  Ro.syth  Clinic  during  the  year  we  have  recei\ed  help  from 
Mrs  .\nder.son,  Mrs  .\rmstrong,  Mrs  Bettenson,  Mrs  Eas.son,  tind 
Mrs  Rennie.  Mrs  1 hirgreaves,  Mrs  Morion,  and  Mrs  \ tilenline 
have  assisted  similarly  at  Inglis  Street  Clinic;  Miss  High,  Mrs 


Id 


\\"allace,  Mrs  Maxwell,  Mrs  Price,  and  Mrs  Ivllis  at  Baldridgeburn  ■ 
Clinic;  Miss  Robertson,  Miss  13.  Robertson,  and  Mrs  Rutherford* 
at  Nethertown  Clinic;  Mrs  Wallace  and  Mrs  Millar  assisted  at 
l ownhill  Clinic.  To  all  these  ladies  we  tender  our  thanks  and  our  ; 
appreciation  of  their  public-spirited  service. 


Donations. — The  health  visitors  are  always  {grateful  to  receive 
gifts  of  baby  clothes  for  necessitous  families.  During  the  vear  we 
were  indebted  to  private  individuals  for  such  gifts,  and  an  appeal 
is  again  made  for  them. 


Food  and  Milk. — Under  the  Scheme  for  the  Care  of  Mothers 
and  \'oung  Children,  certain  foods  are  available  in  the  clinics  ai 
concession  rates. 


'Phe  following  tables  show  the  quantity  and  cost  of  f(»ods 
supplied  to  expectant  and  nursing  mothers,  £ind  children  under  5 
years  of  £ige,  during  the  year  1949:^ — • 


Number  of  persons  supplied  with:  — 

Cow  & Gate 

Ostermilk 

Virol 

Farex 

Maltoline 

Lactagol 

Nestrovite 

Nestles  Foods 

Totals 


Mothers. 

96 
96 


Children. 

250 
27 
176 
179 
102 

55 
136 

925  ~ 


Total  quantity  supplied:  — 

Cow  & Gate ,. 

Ostermilk 

Farex 

Maltoline 

Virol 

Lactagol 


8,640  lbs. 

648  lbs. 

487i  lbs. 

288  lbs. 

1,398  lbs. 

312  small  tins. 


The  total  cost  of  baby  foods,  other  foods,  and  sundries 
2s.  lod.,  all  of  which  was  recovered. 

Members  of  the  staff  of  the  local  ollice  of  the  Ministry  of  I'ood 
are  in  attendance  at  the  clinics  and  issue  national  dried  milk,  cod 
liver  oil,  orange  juice,  and  vitamin  .\  £ind  n tablets. 


Special  Treatment  Clinics. — The  various  school  clinics  also  cater 
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fur  pre-schoul  children,  and  the  number  treated  during  the  year  was 
as  follows  ; — 


Eye  Clinic  

Ear,  Nose,  and  Throat  Clinic 

General  Clinic 

Ultra-violet  Ray  Clinic 


26 

137 

169 

51 


d'liree  hundred  and  eighty-three  pre-schoul  children  made  a 
total  of  854  attendances  at  these  clinics. 


Orthopiedic  Treatment. — One  hundred  and  eighty-four  ]3re- 
school  children  were  referred  to  the  Orthopaedic  Clinic  and  made 
ijbb  attendances.  Mr  Robert  Stirling,  h'.R.C.S.  (Kd.),  is  the 
Consulting  Orthoptedic  Specialist  to  the  Orthoptedic  Clinic.  h'ive 
.Specialist  Clinics  were  held  during  the  year,  at  which  33  pre-schoul 
children  were  seen  by  Mr  .Stirling. 

Hospital  treatment  is  provided  at  The  Princess  Margaret  Rose 
Hospital  for  Crippled  Children,  Edinburgh.  The  admissions  and 
the  discharges  of  pre-school  children  are  shown  as  follow's  : — 

In  Hospital  on  Admitted  Discharged  In  Hospital  on 

1/1,49  during  year  during  year  31/12/49 

3 6 5 4 

Dental  Care. — It  has  nut  been  possible  to  implement  the 
propu.sals  made  for  dental  care  in  the  Scheme  drawn  up  for  the  Care 
of  Mothers  and  Young  Children  owing  to  the  impossibility  of 
obtaining  dental  staff  at  the  present  time. 

The  School  Dental  Officer  treated  137  pre-school  children,  who 
made  a total  of  165  attendances  during  the  year. 

It  is  estimated  that  the  number  of  expectant  and  nursing  mothers 
in  the  Burgh  is  approximately  2000,  and  the  number  of  children 
2-5  years,  3000,  all  of  whom  are  eligible  for  dental  care.  lo 
implement  this  it  is  considered  that  two  dental  officers  and  two 
dental  attendants  will  be  necessary,  along  with  the  provision  ot 
surgeries  and  appropriate  ec|uipment. 

Mother  and  Baby  Homes. — There  are  no  homes  provided  by 
this  local  authority. 

Day  Nurseries. — Two  day  nurseries  are  provided,  one  at  Broom- 
head  and  one  at  Rosyth.  The  nurseries  are  primarily  fur  children 
whose  mothers  are  in  employment,  ill,  or  being  confined.  1 hey 
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[irovide  full  day-linie  care  and  imiinlenance  for  cliildren  ujj  to  f 
live  years  of  age,  and  are  open  live  and  a half  days  a week,  a 
The  charge  is  from  is.  to  3s.  per  day,  according  to  circum.stances.  g 
The  children  are  medically  inspected  at  monthly  intervals.  Over  ^ 
a period  of  years  there  has  been  no  evidence  in  this  area  to  suggest  ^ 
that  outbreaks  of  infectious  diseases  are  more  liable  to  occur  among  | 
children  attending  day  nurseries  than  among 
generally. 

Both  nurseries  are  recognised  as  training  schools  for  candidates  t 
for  the  Nursery  Nurses  Diploma.  During  the  year  6 students  > 
obtained  the  diploma.  Lectures  and  vocational  training,  according  •. 
to  the  prescribed  syllabus,  are  given  by  the  Medical  Staff  and  | 
respective  Matrons  and  the  Teacher  attached  to  the  nurseries.  The  f 
general  education  of  students  is  undertaken  in  co-operation  with  the 
McCrone  Pre-nursing  School  where  instruction  is  given  in  English  ; 
and  physical  culture;  with  the  Carnegie  Trust  Music  Institute  where  - 
a course  on  appreciation  of  music  is  given,  and  with  the  School  of  \ 
Handicraft  where  instruction  in  arts  and  crafts  is  obtained. 

The  accommodation  at  Broomhead  Nursery  is  for  62  children,  . 
and  at  Rosyth  40  children.  Both  are  fully  occupied  at  the  present 
time,  and  there  are  long  waiting  lists  for  vacancies.  It  is  proposed  ; 
to  provide  two  additional  day  nurseries  in  conjunction  with  nursery 
schools,  to  be  situated  in  the  Townhill  and  Brticefield  areas,  with  a 
lotal  accommodation  of  approximateh’  100  places,  but  owing  to  ■ 
restrictions  on  educational  expenditure,  it  is  not  possible  at  present 
to  implement  this  proposal,  although  the  need  is  urgent. 

Permission  for  the  extension  of  the  existing  Rosvth  Nurser^• 
was  obtained  during  the  year,  and  will  be  undertaken  in  due  course.  < 

The  nursery  facilities  are  as  follow: — 
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ATTENDANCES 

Broomhead. 

Children  under  2 years — 

Total  number  of  attendances  from  1/1/49  to  81/12/49 
Children  over  2 years — 

Total  number  of  attendances  from  1/1/49  to  31/12/49 
Receipts,  £1,229,  9s.  9d. 

Rosyth  . 

Children  under  2 years — 

Total  number  of  attendances  from  1/1/49  to  31/12/49 
Children  over  2 years — 

Total  number  of  attendances  from  1/1/49  to  31/12/49 
Receipts,  £672,  11s.  3d. 


3,775 


10,800 


1,995 

6,426 


Residential  Nurseries  and  Children’s  Homes  provided  as  part 
of  Authority’s  arrangements  under  Section  22  of  the  National  Health 
Service  (Scotland)  Act,  1947. — There  are  at  pre.sent  no  residential 
homes  provided  by  the  Town  Council,  but  under  the  provisions  of 
the  Children  Act,  a mansion  house  has  been  acc|uired  in  the  vicinity 
of  Dunfermline  to  be  used  as  a residential  home  for  children,  with 
approximatelv  3b  places. 

Nurseries’  and  Child=Minders’  Regulation  Act,  1948. — There 

are  no  privately  run  nurseries,  and  no  applications  for  child-minders’ 
certificates  have  been  received. 

MIDWIFERY. 

Domiciliary  midwifery  services  are  provided  under  Section  23 
(2)  of  the  National  Health  Service  (.Scotland)  .Act,  1047,  in 
conjunction  with  the  Itxecutive  Council.  lender  the  Act,  the  Town 
('ounc.il  are  required  to  provide  the  services  of  midwives  only.  The 
Executive  Council  provides  the  services  of  g’eneral  practitioners,  and 
expectant  mothers  may  avail  them.selves  of  this  arrangement  before 
and  during  confinement,  if  thev  .so  desire.  Three  hundred  and 
seventy-four  women  applied  for  the  domiciliary  midwifery  .service; 
of  this  number  there  was  a total  of  six  cancellations  and  transfers. 

Domiciliary  midwifery  .services  were  provided  bv  two  full-time 
midwives  and  by  the  part-time  employment  of  three  midwives  in 
private  practice. 

Applicants  for  this  .service  approach  the  midwife  of  their  choice, 
who  in  turn  notifies  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  as  soon  as  a case 
is  acceplc'd.  Record  forms  are  then  i.ssued  to  the  midwife,  who 
returns  them  on  completion  of  tlu*  confinemiMit, 
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ArranjEjornonls  are  licinp;-  made  with  the  Regional  Hospital 
Board  to  provide  farililies  for  training  michvives  in  Ihe  adminis- 
iralion  of  analgesia  at  Dunfermline  Afaternitv  Ilos|:>ilal. 

I'our  nurses  are  in  possession  of  proliciencv  certilicates  for  the 
administration  of  analgesia. 

The  Town  Council  have  leased  the  two  houses  formerly 
occupied  by  the  staff  of  the  two  Nursing  Associations,  and  have 
obtained  the  use  of  the  motor  car  owned  by  the  Dunfermline  Nursing 
.A.ssociation. 

The  following  table  gives  details  of  the  work  clone  during  the 
year  : — 

(i.)  Total  number  of  births  occurring  in  the  area  during  the  year — that  is  before 


correction  for  mother's  residence:  — 

Live  Births,  1,333.  Still  Births,  46,  Total  1,379 

(ii.)  Total  number  of  births  in  (i.)  occurring  in  institutions  (including  private 

maternity  homes) 1,111 

(in.)  Total  number  of  births  in  (i.)  occurring  at  home 268 


(iv.)  Number  of  births  in  (iii.)  classified  to  show  nature  of  attendance  at  birth:  — 


Cases  dealt  with  under 
Section  23  (2)  of  the 
National  Health  Service 
(Scotland)  Act,  1947. 

Other  domiciliary  cases. 

Doctor  engaged 
and  present  at 
confinement. 

Doctor  engaged 
and  not  present 
at  confinement. 

Midwife  alone 
(no  doctor 
engaged). 

Doctor  engaged. 

Midwife  alone 
(no  doctor 
engaged). 

Without  doctor 
or  midwife 

i 

Total. 

(a)  MidwivcB  employed  by  the 
Authority  (including  those 
engaged  on  a fee-per-case 
basis) 

132 

116 

t 2 

J 1 

251 

(*)  .Midw'ives  employed  by  Voluntary 
Organisations 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

{()  Midwives  employed  by  Hospital 
Boards  of  .Management 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

('f)  Private  practising  midwives  ... 

— 

— 

— 

1.5 

2 

— 

17 

k)  Totals  

132 

116 

— 

17 

2 

1 

268 

t Case  booked  for  Maternity  Hospital.  Twins  born  and  delivered  at  own  home 
by  Maternity  Hospital  doctor.  No  midwife  in  attendance, 

+ Newly  born  child  “ found.” 
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(v.)  Number  of  eases  in  which  medical  aid  was  summoned  during  the  year 
under  Section  22  (1)  of  the  Midwives  (Scotland)  Act,  1915,  by  a Midwife:  — 


(a)  for  Domiciliary  Cases:  — 

ti.)  Where  the  Medical  Practitioner  had  arranged  to  provide 

maternity  medical  services  un  der  the  National  Health  Service.  27 

(ii.)  Others I 

(vi.)  Number  of  midwives  in  practice  in  the  area  qualified  to  administer 
Analgesics  in  accordance  with  the  requirements  of  the  Central  Midwives 
Board  for  Scotland  : — • 

(i.)  Domiciliary 4 


Infantile  Mortality. — Thirty-two  children  died  within  the  lir.si 
year  of  life,  showing  a decrease  of  9 from  the  figure  for  the  previoiis 
year.  The  infantile  mortality  rate  is  43  per  1000  live  births,  and 
shows  a decrease  of  5 from  the  number  for  the  previous  year.  The 
average  rate  for  Scotland  is  41. 


The  deaths  are  cla.ssihed  according  to  age  groups  and  causes 
in  ihe  following  table  : — 


Causes  of  Death. 


All  Causes  ^ 

I Uncertihed 


Gross  prematurity  

Prematurity  anti  maternal 

to.xaemia  

Asphyxia  

Cerebral  haemorrhage 

Lack  of  attention  accelerated  by 

exposure  

Acute  bronchitis  

Congenital  heart  disease  

Myelo-meningocele  (spina  bifida 

with  meningitis)  

Congenital  debility  

Broncho-pneumonia  with  gastro- 
enteritis   

Broncho -pneumonia  with  con- 
genital heart  disease  

Marasmus  with  gastro-enteritis... 

Basal  meningitis  

Laryngo-tracheal-hronchitis 

Birth  injury.  Sub-arachnoid 
haemorrhage  with  congenital 
pyloric  stenosis 


cc 

OD 

OQ 

rd 

•4^ 

M 

4<» 

'V  C 

0> 

0> 

1— H 

0 

« 0 

d a 

CD  CO 

d ® 

d 0 

“3  s 

<0 

S-S 

L- 

® <u 

d ^ 
0 ® 

d'd 

d 

0 0 
d 'd 

d 

d 

d 

d 

d 

D 

CO  d 

d 

18 

1 

6 

6 

1 

1 

1 


1 


OD  — 


C3  ^ 
0> 


-a  ^ 
_ u, 
^ a 


31 

1 


12 


2 

5 

1 

1 

1 

2 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 


1 


Totals 


19 


32 


Reference  to  the  above  table  .shows  that  the  major  cau.ses  of 
death  during  the  first  year  of  life  were  premature  birth,  14  deaths, 
and  congimilal  malformations  and  birth  injurv,  S deaths. 
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[[  ('iroupins;'  lhos(>  ('onclilions  (ns  llic'v  an'  so  rlosolv  redialed),  it  is 
Itoiiml  dial  llie  lolal  of  22  deaths  j^ives  a rate  of  29. S p(‘r  1000  live 
ihirths. 

F 

S The  neo-natal  nn)rtality  rate,  i.e.  the  number  of  deaths  of  infants 
■ under  one  month  of  age  per  1000  live  births  was  27,  compared  witli 
and  28.9  in  the  previous  two  years. 

fl’rematurity,  as  in  past  years,  is  again  the  most  important  single 
factor  predisposing  to  infant  death  and  accounted  for  70  per  cent,  of 
neo-natal  deaths. 

11  Physiological  rea.sons  explain  the  high  mortality  of  prematurelv 

Ixirn  infants.  To  be  launched  from  a parasitic  intra-uterine  existence 
to  independent  life  in  a state  of  immaturity,  subjects  the  various 

tbociily  systems  to  handicaps,  which  may  only  be  pre.sent  to  a minor 
degree  in  the  full  term  infant. 

It  has  to  be  realised  that  in  nearly  half  the  number  of  premature 
llabours,  the  cau.se  is  unknown,  even  when  the  mothers  have  received 
Iskilled  and  adeejuate  ante-natal  care. 

.Much  work  is  being  pursued  on  the  subject,  both  from  the 
ipreventive  a.spect  and  actual  treatment  of  the  premature  infant. 

Maternity  Outfits. — Fifty-one  maternity  outfits  were  supplied  on 
tioan  to  suitable  ca.ses  on  application  by  midwives.  The  outfits 
ronsi.st  of  bed  linen,  towels,  and  mackintosh.  I'hey  are  for  use  on 
tioan  for  a period  of  three  weeks  from  the  date  of  confinement. 

Maternal  Mortality. — There  were  2 deaths  of  women  as  a result 
k)f  pregnancy.  The  maternal  mortality  rate  is  2.6  (per  1000  live  and 
ttill-birth.s). 

The  causes  of  death  were  certified  as  follows  : — 

(I)  Retained  placenta.  Operation.  Myocarditis. 

(2)  Septic  abortion.  Broncho-pneumonia.  Nephritis. 

The  maternal  mortality  rate  (maternal  deaths  per  1000  live  and 
►'till-birth.s)  for  .Scotland  is  1.3. 

Report  under  the  Midwives  (Scotland)  Act,  1915  and  1927, 
S^Iaternity  Services  (Scotland)  Act,  1937,  and  National  Health 
•Service  (Scotland)  Act,  1947. 

.Statistics  of  Births,  Deaths,  etc.,  in  the  -Area  during  the 
^ ear : — 
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Doctor  is  booked  to  attend. 
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Cases  of  Emergency. — 'riio  number  of  rases  of  (‘meryenev  in 
which  medical  practitioners  lia\(*  been  called  under  S('ction  22  of  the 
Midwives  (Scotland)  Act,  tgi^,  during  the  yi'ar,  distin^iiishini^;  the 
different  classes  of  emergency  is  as  follows  : — 


Bronchial  condition  of  infant t 

Ante-partum  htemorrhage 2 

Perineal  tear 13 

Delayed  labour 5 

Still-birth 1 

Spina  bifida 1 

Cyanosed  baby t 

Prematurity 2 

Retained  placenta I 

Post-partum  haemorrhage 1 


General  Report  on  the  Working  of  the  Acts. — The  re^^isters, 
temperature  charts,  and  appliances  of  all  midwives  practisino-  within 
the  Burgh  were  inspected.  The  midwives  were  also  interviewed  by 
the  Obstetrician. 

All  cases  (in  the  district)  conducted  by  midwives  alone  were 
visited  within  to  davs  from  the  date  of  conlinement.  Minor  faults 
were  reported  and  dealt  with  by  the  Medical  Officer  of  llealth;  no 
disciplinary  action  was  necessary. 

One  notification  of  still-birth,  one  notification  of  death,  and 
one  notification  of  liability  to  be  a source  of  infection  were  received 
from  midwives. 


HEALTH  VISITING. 

The  general  duties  of  the  health  \'isitors  arc  to  give  advice  on 
the  care  of  voung  children,  to  persons  suffering  from  illness,  and  to 
expectant  and  nursing  mothers.  They  also  advise  on  the  measures 
necessary  to  promote  health  and  prevent  the  spread  of  infection. 
They  are  available  to  co-operate  with  doctors  in  general  practice  and 
with  the  hospital  organisation. 

It  is  e.stimated  that  as  a long  term  policy  22  health  visitors  will 
he  neces.sary,  and  the  Town  Council  have  agreed  to  make  efforts  to 
appoint  such  additional  health  visitors  as  an*  found  to  be  re(|uired. 

Following  notification  of  birth  each  child  is  visited  on  the  tenth 
Jay  by  a health  visitor,  and  again  a week  later;  thereafter  monthly 
visits  are  made  during  the  first  vear  or  more  fre(|uently  if  necessary. 
Three-monthlv  visits  are  made  from  the  second  to  fifth  years, 

r 
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The  follnvvino-  lahh*  is  a rarord  of  iho  visits  paid  hv  health 
^■isilors  during'  the  vear  : — 


Expectant  Mothers:  — 

First  visits 496 

Total  visits 1,075 

Children  under  1 year  oF  age: — 

First  visits 737 

Total  visits 12.611 

Children  between  the  ages  of  1 and  5:  — 

First  visits 28 

Total  visits 14,373 

Tuberculosis  cases:  — 

First  visits 54 

Total  visits 1,181 

Other  cases: — 

First  visits 3 

Total  visits 6 

Gross  total  of  visits  paid 29.246 


Children  Acts,  1937=1948.- — The  number  of  children  registered 
under  (he  above  Acts  on  isl  Januarv  194Q  was  24.  Six  were  added 
lo  the  register,  and  15  were  removed  from  the  register  during  the 
year.  The  number  on  the  roll  at  the  end  of  the  year  was  15. 

The  health  visitors  are  also  child  life  protection  visitors,  and 
they  made  256  visits  to  these  children.  The  conditions  in  each 
(tise  were  satisfactory,  and  the  children  well  cared  for. 


HOME  NURSING. 

.Six  nurses  are  employed  to  undertake  combined  home  nursing 
and  midwifery  duties,  and  occupy  the  two  hou.ses  formerlv  in  ihe 
p(.»ssession  of  the  District  Nursing  Association. 

Nursing  in  patients  homes  is  only  undertaken  on  the  request 
of  a medical  practiticmer  who  gives  directions  regarding  the  general 
conduct  of  the  case.  Where  a nurse  attends  upon  a case  in  an 
emergency,  her  continued  attendance  is  subject  to  the  approval  of 
and  instructions  from  a medical  practitioner. 


Under  these  arrangements  the  home  nur.ses  attended  and  paid 
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[5,q68  visits  to  Ccises  during  the  year.  The  following  table  gives 
details  of  the  work  done  during  this  period  : — 


Dunfermline 
Rosyth  

New  Cases. 

Visits. 

Cases  on  books 
at  1/1/49. 

Medical. 

Surgical. 

Gyntccological. 

Midwifery. 

Total. 

General. 

Midwifery. 

Ante-natal. 

Casual. 

”3 

0 

H 

11,270 

4,698 

52 

18 

159 

88 

16 

19 

4 

12 

122 

83 

353 

220 

8,875 

2,657 

1,831 

1,413 

564 

432 

196 

Totals 

70 

247 

35  16 

205 

573 

11,532 

3,244 

996 

196 

15,968 

In  addition  to  the  above  visits,  357  visits  were  paid  to  cases  of 
infectious  disease,  details  of  which  may  be  found  in  the  infectious 
diseases  section  of  the  Report. 


The  local  branch  of  the  British  Red  Cross  Society  maintain  a 
central  store  of  selected  surgical  and  medical  appliances  which  are 
available  to  nurses  when  reejuired. 

DOMESTIC  HELP  FOR  HOUSEHOLDS. 

•\  scheme  for  the  provision  of  domestic  help  for  households 
was  prepared  under  the  terms  of  Section  28  of  The  National  Health 
.Service  (.Scotland)  Act,  1947,  ^^^d  submitted  in  draft  for  approval. 
T lie  matter  was  under  consideration  at  the  end  of  the  year. 

VACCIliATION  AND  IMMUNISATION. 

V'accination. — Since  the  abolition  of  compulsory  vaccination, 
it  has  been  the  task  of  the  Health  Department  to  try  to  persuade 
parents  to  accept  this  valuable  .service  voluntarily.  An  arrange- 
nient  has  been  made  with  the  Registrar  of  liirths,  whereby  a s|)ecial 
propaganda  leaflet  prepared  by  the  Aledical  Officer  of  Health  is 
handed  to  the  parent  at  the  time  of  registration  of  a birth. 

Bvery  endeavour  is  made  by  the  medical  staff  and  health 
ysitors  to  adv(K'ate  pn^tection  against  smallpo.x  being  carried  out 
•n  childh(j()d,  not  only  to  give  immediate  protection,  but  also  because 
vaccination  and  re-vaccination  are  then  ea.sy  and  practically  jiain- 
less,  whereas  primary  vaccination  at  a later  age  can  cause  painful 

even  serious  reactions. 


‘JV 

V’accination  is  performed  by  the  family  d(x;lor,  (jr  at  any  of 
the  six  child  welfare  clinics,  free  of  charge. 

During  the  year,  450  primary  vaccinati(jns  have  been  carried 
out,  of  which  382  showed  typical  vaccinia  greatest  jth-ioth  day, 

2 1 showed  an  accelerated  reaction  5th-7th  day,  and  the  remaining 
47  showed  no  local  reaction.  Forty-eight  re-vaccinations  were 
carried  out,  of  which  23  showed  typical  vaccinia  greatest  7th-ioth 
day,  10  showed  greatest  reaction  2nd-3rd  day,  11  .showed  an 
accelerated  reaction  5th-7th  day,  and  the  remaining  4 showed  no 
local  reaction. 

If  the  number  of  infants  who  died  before  vaccination  is  e.xcluded, 
it  is  found  that  63  per  cent,  of  the  remainder  were  successfully 
vaccinated. 

Immunisation. — (a)  Immunisation  against  diphtheria  is  advised 
b'/  th(‘  health  visitors  in  the  course  of  their  routine  visits  to  infants, 
and  the  option  is  given  for  this  to  be  carried  out  free  of  charge  by 
the  family  doctor  or  at  a child  welfare  clinic.  \\diere  the  mother 
is  unable  for  any  reason  to  take  her  child  for  immunisation,  or  where 
the  parents  are  indifferent,  immunisation  visits  are  carried  out  by 
the  Health  Department  Medical  .Staff  in  the  homes.  Re-inforcing 
injections  are  given  to  all  school  entrants,  and  again  at  the  age  of 
10  and  15  years.  During  the  vear  759  children  were  given  a full 
I'limary  course  of  immunisation  against  diphtheria,  while  1,333 
re-inforcing  inoculations  were  given.  The  overall  ffgures  show  that 
(;4  per  cent,  of  the  school  children  and  89.2  per  cent,  of  pre-school 
children  have  received  prcjtective  inoculations.  Dunfermline  has 
th(i  distinction  of  occupying  lirst  place  among  the  large  burghs  of 
.Scotland  in  having  the  highest  percentage  of  children  immunised 
against  diphtheria. 

I'or  the  second  time  in  the  records  of  the  Health  Department, 
there  was  no  ca.se  of  dijjhtheria  in  Dunfermline  during  1949. 

(b)  Immunisation  against  whooping  cough  is  al.sc>  carried  out 
on  re(|uest  at  the  child  welfare  clinics.  Five  hundred  and  fifty-six 
inlants  were  given  a full  course  of  immunisation  against  whooping 
( ough.  This  number  corresponds  to  73  per  cent,  of  tho.se  receiving 
primary  inoculation  against  diphtheria. 

PREVENTION  OF  ILLNESS,  CARE,  AND  AFTER-CARE.  | 

TUBERCULOSIS.  | 

All  aspects  of  the  work  in  connc'cton  with  tuberculosis,  both 
preventive  and  curative,  were  undertaken  by  the  .Staff  of  the  Health 
DejKirtment  during  the  year. 
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Pulmonary  Tuberculosis. — 'I'he  luiniber  of  ciises  of  pulmonary 
tuberculosis  on  the  Register  £it  the  beginning  of  the  year  was  185. 
During  the  y^ear  30  cases  (2b  males  and  24  females)  were  notified, 
liighteen  cases  were  added  to  the  Register  from  other  areas,  t;  left 
the  district,  and  11  died.  Five  cases  were  removed  from  the 
Register,  one  case  was  re-admitted,  and  one  case  originally  notified 
as  non-pulmonary  tuberculosis  was  re-classified  as  pulmonary 
tuberculosis  owing  to  involvement  of  the  lungs. 

There  thus  remained  on  the  Register  at  the  end  of  the  year 
230  cases.  In  ii  instances  the  diagnosis  was  unconhrmed,  giving 
the  corrected  ligure  of  2iy  confirmed  cases  (12b  males  and  93 
females) . 

The  total  of  50  cases  of  pulmonary  tuberculosis  notified  during 
the  year  compares  with  48  for  the  previous  year,  and  38  for  the 
average  of  the  last  five  years.  It  is  worthy  of  note  that  b of  the.se 
notifications  occurred  in  households  where  there  already  existed  one 
or  more  notihed  cases  of  pulmonary  tuberculosis. 

It  will  be  observed  that  the  number  of  notifications  for  the 
year  still  remains  high,  but  it  must  largely  be  attributed  to  the 
greater  awareness  of  the  possibility  of  tuberculosis  on  the  part  both 
of  general  jjractitioners  and  the  |)ublic.  Increased  facilities  for 
X-rav  examination,  e.s]>eciallv  the  use  of  mass  miniature  radiography, 
have  resulted  in  earlier  detection  of  the  condition.  Of  the  50  cases 
notified  during  the  year,  10  were  ascertained  by  mass  miniature 
radiography. 

The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  new  cases  notilied 
under  the  various  age  groups  com|)ared  with  the  ligures  for  1(^48: — 


Notifications. 

1948. 

1949. 

Age  Groups. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

l-.S  years 

....  1 

— 

— 

— 

5- 1 5 years 

....  4 

2 

2 

— 

15-25  years  

..  ..  10 

10 

8 

12 

25-35  years 

....  2 

3 

6 

5 

35-45  years  

....  5 

2 

5 

5 

45-65  years  

....  7 

2 

4 

2 

65  and  upwards 

— 

— 

1 

— 

Totals 

..  ..  29 

19 

26 

24 

Both  Sexes 

48 

50 

The  above  table  shows  that  the  greatest  number  of  noti  heal  ions 
has  occurred  in  the  13-25  years  age  group. 

ihirteen  deaths  were  registeivd  during  the  year  as  due  to 
pulmonary  tuberculosis.  Of  tho.se  who  died,  4 were  notified  during 


the  year,  7 had  been  notihed  fur  over  2 years,  and  2 were  not 
previously  notified.  The  death-rate  is  0.29  per  icxx)  of  population 
(both  sexes). 


The  following-  table  shows  the  number  who  died  within  3 months 
of  notification  : — 


Not  notified  or  noti- 
fied at  or  after  death 

Died  after  notification 

Within  1 month. 

Within  2 months. 

Within  3 months. 

2 

1 

1 

1 

Of  the  50  cases  notified,  9 received  sanatorium  treatment,  of 
which  5 received  domiciliary  treatment  prior  to  admission,  26 
received  domiciliary  treatment,  and  15  were  kept  under  surveillance 
at  the  Tuberculosis  Dispensary. 

Non=Piilmonary  Tuberculosis.— The  number  of  cases  on  the 
Register  at  the  beginning  of  the  year  was  66.  During  the  year 
7 new  cases  (5  males  and  2 females)  were  notified.  Three  cases 
were  added  to  the  Register  from  other  areas,  2 died  (in  1 case  the 
cau.se  of  death  was  not  due  to  tuberculosis),  i was  transferred  to 
another  area,  i was  re-classified  as  pulmonary  tuberculosis,  and 
6 were  removed  from  the  Register.  This  leaves  66  cases  on  the 
Register  at  the  end  of  the  year.  In  3 instances  the  diagnosis  was 
unconfirmed,  giving  a corrected  figure  of  63  (32  males  and  31 
females) . 

The  total  of  7 cases  notified  as  suffering  from  non-pulmonary 
tuberculosis  compares  with  18  for  the  previous  year,  and  13  for 
tire  average  of  the  last  five  years.  The  details  of  the  cases  were  as 
follow: — Superficial  glands,  2;  lupus,  1 ; caries  of  spine,  i;  bone 
and  joint,  i ; other  parts  or  organs,  2. 

Of  the  7 ca.ses  notified,  2 received  hospital  treatment. 

The  age  groups  and  mortality  t)f  the  eases  notified  during  the 
year  were  as  follows: — 


Age  Groups  Notifications.  Deaths. 

1-5  years 2 I 


5-15  years 2 

15-25  years I 

25-35  years I 

35-45  years 

45-65  years I 

65  years  and  over — 


Total 


7 


1 


25 


One  death  was  registered  during  the  year  as  due  to  non- 
)ulmonary  tuberculosis,  the  cause  of  death  being  tuberculosis  of 
ntestines.  The  death-rate  is  0.02  per  1000  population. 

Prevention  and  Treatment  of  Tuberculosis. — On  receipt  of  a 
notification,  each  case  of  tuberculosis  is  visited  by  a health  visitor. 
T'nquirv  is  directed  towards  ascertaining  the  possible  source  of  the 
infection  and  the  home  conditions  are  investigated. 

Advice  is  gh^en  regarding  the  value  of  fresh  air,  good  food 
and  adequate  rest.  The  patient  is  invited  to  attend  the  Tuberculosis 
Dispensarv,  and  if  this  is  impracticable  is  visited  by  the  Tuberculosis 
'Officer. 

Medical  comforts,  pocket  sputum  flasks,  disinfectants  and 
liressings  are  supplied  when  necessary.  The  health  visitor  also 
Stakes  the  opportunity  of  explaining  the  scheme  of  assistance  grants 
tpayable  by  the  National  Assistance  Board  to  certain  individuals 
^suffering  from  pulmonary  tuberculosis. 

X-ray  examination  is  also  arranged  ft>r  all  contacts. 

! X-ray  examination  has  been  of  great  assistance  in  the  diagnosis 
p)f  cases  referred  to  the  Tuberculosis  Dispensary.  Four  hundred 
land  twenty-one  cases  were  referred  to  Dunfermline  and  West  Fife 
-Hospital  for  x-ray  examination  and  for  the  opinion  of  the 
t Radiologist. 

Twentv-one  per.sons  attended  the  Ochil  Hills  Sanatorium  as 
tout-patients  for  artificial  pneumothorax  refills. 

High  priority  to  the  re-housing  of  families  in  which  there  is 
I a member  suffering  from  tuberculosis  has  been  continued.  Thirty- 
‘ five  families  have  been  re-housed. 

Domiciliary  Visitation. — During  the  year  254  persons  have 
I been  visited,  viz.  : — 181  patients  (toy  males  and  72  females)  suffering 
I from  pulmonary  tuberculosis,  51  patients  (23  males  and  28  females) 

I suffering  from  non-pulmonarv  tuberculosis,  and  22  ob.servation  ca.ses 
! (y  males  and  13  females).  The  total  number  of  visits  was  1,181. 
i I'his  work,  linked  with  the  .service  of  the  Dispensary,  continues  to 
I hf  of  the  greatest  importance.  IFith  patients  and  contacts  are  kept 
I under  clo.se  supervision,  and  the  benefit  of  after-care  is  extended  to 
I those  who  have  returned  from  a sanatorium.  Of  the  254  persons 
i vi.^iled,  54  new  cases  were  visited  for  the  first  time  (this  latter  figure 
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is  ccjrrected  Uj  exclude  Uiuse  visited  ior  the  first  time  in  a previ<ius 
year  or  in  another  area). 

The  Tuberculosis  Dispensary. — The  Dispensary  is  held  weekly 
on  Friday  afternoons  from  2-4  o’clock,  and  on  one  evening  each 
month  to  suit  those  in  employment. 

During'  the  year  183  patients  attended.  One  hundred  and  fifty- 
three  patients  (99  males  and  54  females)  suffering  from  pulmonary 
tuberculosis  have  made  a total  of  629  attendances;  20  patients 
(9  males  and  1 1 females)  suffering  from  non-pulmonary  forms  of 
the  disease  have  made  a total  of  55  attendances';  10  observation  cas^ 
(3  males  and  7 females)  have  made  a total  of  76  attendances. 
Thirty  attendances  were  made  by  contacts.  The  gross  total  of 
attendances  was  790.  Of  the  183  patients  who  attended,  29  new 
ca.ses  attended  for  the  lirst  time  (this  latter  figure  is  corrected  to 
exclude  those  who  attended  for  the  lirst  time  in  a previous  year  or 
in  another  area). 

Disinfection — This  is  carried  out  on  the  removal  of  a patient 
to  a sanatorium  and  at  other  times  as  and  when  re(|uired.  The 
.Sanitary  Inspector’s  staff  visit  the  home,  carrv  out  the  necessarv 
disinfection,  and  give  general  advice,  'ftiberculous  patients  residing 
at  home  may  also  obtain  soap  and  disinfectants,  free  of  charge, 
for  disinfection  purposes. 

Examination  of  Sputum. — Medical  practitioners  are  supplied 
with  specimen  outfits.  One  hundred  and  forty-two  specimens  of 
sputum  were  examined  at  the  University  College,  Dundee,  and 
reports  submitted. 

Sanatorium  Treatment — Pulmonary  Tuberculosis. — The  nurnher 


patients  treated  in 

hospitals 

during 

the  vear 

and  the 

mortality 

shown  in  the  following  table 

In  Hospital 

Admitted 

Discharged 

Died  in 

In  Hospital 

on  1st  January 

durinK 

during 

Hospi- 

on  31st  Decern- 

1949. 

year. 

year. 

tal. 

her  1949. 

Ocliil  Hills  Sanatorium. 

25 

15 

10 

2 

28 

Grampian  Sanatorium, 
Kingussie  . . . . 

■ 

1 

1 

West  Fife  Infectious 
Diseases  Hospital, 

_ 

2 

2 

Oban  Sanatorium  . . 

— 

1 

— 



1 

Cameron  Hospital  . . 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

Switzerland 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

Totals 

27 

19 

13 

4 

29 

27 


Sanatorium  Treatment — Non= Pulmonary  Tuberculosis. — The 

number  of  patients  treated  in  hospitals  during  the  year  and  the 
mortality  are  shown  in  the  following  table  : — 

In  Hospital  Admitted  Discharged  Died  in  In  Hospital 
on  1st  January  during  during  Hospi-  on  31st  Decem- 

„ . 194«.  year.  year.  tal.  her  1949. 

Princess  Margaret  Rose 


Hospital 2 2 — — 4 

Astley  Ainslie  Hospital,  — 2 — — 2 

Orthopiedic  Hospital, 

Stonehouse  ....  1 2 1 — 2 

West  Fife  Infectious 

Diseases  Hospital,  — I — 1 — 

Switzerland  1 — — — I 


Totals 4.  7 I 1 9 


Shortage  of  nursing  and  domestic  staff  in  sanatoria  is  now  a 
major  national  problem,  necessitating  beds  remaining  unoccupied. 
It  is  a matter  of  great  regret  that,  although  patients  are  being 
nolilied  at  an  earlier  stage  of  the  disease  than  formerly,  admission 
to  the  sanatorium  is  often  long  delayed. 

At  the  end  of  the  year  there  was  a waiting  list  for  siinatorium 
treatment  amounting  to  24  (11  males  and  13  females). 

Domiciliary  Treatment. — During  the  year  the  following  number 
of  patients  received  domiciliary  treatment  : — 

On  treatment  1st  Granted  treatment  Ceased  treatment  On  treatment  31st 

January  1949.  during  1949.  during  1949.  December  1949 

76  60  60  76 

All  patients  are  given  Ministry  of  Food  form  K.C.  50,  enabling 
them  to  obtain  the  extra  food  rations  allowed  by  the  Ministry  of 
Ftxjd. 

Mortality. — The  death-rate  for  all  forms  of  tuberculosis  for  the 
year  was  0.31  per  1000  population. 

Hehabilitation. — During  the  year  one  male  case  of  pulmonary 
tuberculosis  was  referred  to  the  Government  Training  Centre  at 
llillington,  Glasgow. 

VENEREAL  DISEASES. 

Since  the  inception  of  the  Centre  in  1922,  2,834  persons 
belonging  to  Dunfermline  Burgh  have  attended  for  examination  and 
treatment  between  that  date  and  31st  December  1949. 

During  the  year  158  patients  (131  males  and  27  females) 
attended  for  treatment.  This  shows  an  increase  of  8 cases  over  the 


number  for  the  previous  year.  Of  the  total  treated,  19.62  per  cent, 
were  suffering  from  gonorrhoea,  13.92  per  cent,  from  .syphilis. 
32.91  per  cent,  from  non-specific  venereal  infections,  and  33-54 
cent,  from  conditions  other  than  venereal  disease. 

DIABETES. 

Insulin  was  supplied  free  to  3 patients  during  the  year. 

One  death  was  certified  as  due  to  diabetes. 

CANCER. 

During  the  year  33  persons  resident  in  Dunfermline  made  241 
attendances  at  the  C'ancer  Clinic  at  the  Dunfermline  and  West  I'ife 
Hospital. 


INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 

'I'he  corrected  total  number  of  cases  of  infectious  disease  notified 
during  the  year  was  654,  of  which  6 were  Service  ca.ses.  The 
number  of  notifications  of  infectious  disease  received  varied  per 
month  from  170  in  February  to  14  in  December. 

Details  of  the  corrected  notifications  and  intimations  are  shown 
in  the  following  table  : — 


The  fl^urcs  in  “black”  denote  the  number  of  Service  cases. 
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Anterior 

poliomyelitis. 


Cerebro-spinal 

fever. 


Chickenpox. 

Dysentery. 

Erysipelas. 

Measles. 


Ophthalmia 

neonatorum. 


Pneumonia,  broncho. 


Pneumonia, 

influenzal. 


Pneumonia,  lobar. 
Puerperal  pyrexia. 
Scarlet  fever. 


Tuberculosis — 
pulmonary. 

Tuberculosis — non- 
pulmonary. 


Whooping  cough. 


Total. 


DETAILS  OF  THE  CORRECTED  NOTIFICATIONS  AND  INTIMATIONS  ARE  SHOWN  IN  THE  FOLLOWING  TABLE: 
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Scarlet  Fever. — One  hundred  and  fifleen  rases  of  srarlet  fever 
were  notilied.  Of  (he  115  east's  notified,  the  diaf^nosis  was  not 
( onhrmed  in  28  inslanres  ; 14  rases  were  found  to  be  sufferinfj  from 
lubella,  5 from  tonsillitis,  3 from  measles,  3 from  urticaria,  2 from 
fourth  disease,  and  i with  no  abnormality.  This  gives  a corrected 
total  of  87  rases,  and  shows  a marked  decrease  from  the  figure  for 
the  previous  year,  which  was  248.  Of  the  87  cases,  i was  a Service 
rase. 

All  ca.ses  were  treated  in  hospital.  Twenty-five  ca.ses,  repre- 
senting 28.7  per  rent,  of  the  total,  occurred  in  children  under  5 years 
of  age;  35  or  63.2  per  cent,  were  children  of  school  age.  The 
remaining  7 cases  occurred  in  the  higher  age  groups.  There  were 
no  deaths. 

The  cases  were  fairly  evenlv  distributed  throughout  the  vear. 
There  was  no  epidemic  wave. 

Ten  per.sons,  who  were  contacts  and  who.se  emplovment 
necessitated  the  handling  of  food  supplies,  were  temporarilv 
suspended  from  work  while  a throat  swab  was  examined  for 
haemolytic  .streptococci. 

Measles.— Three  hundred  and  eleven  cases  were  notified,  d o 
the  31 1 confirmed  cases  should  be  added  3 cases  of  measles  notified 
as  scarlet  fever,  and  i case  notified  as  diphtheria.  This  gives  a 
corrected  figure  of  315  confirmed  ca.ses,  being  an  increase  of  2 over 
the  figure  for  the  previous  vear.  There  was  i Service  case.  Only 
the  first  case  of  measles  occurring  in  the  household  is  notifiable, 
and  only  where  complicated  is  the  case  admitted  to  hospital.  Four- 
teen ca.ses  (including  i .Service  case)  were  removed  to  hospital. 
There  were  7 adult  cases.  There  was  i death  due  to  broncho- 
pneumonia as  a complication. 

Some  of  the.se  cases  were  visited  by  nur.ses  of  the  Home  Nursing 
Service.  They  paid  265  visits  to  cases  of  measles,  namely  : — 

Under  5 years — 


First  visits 12.*' 

Revisits 4 

Over  5 years — 

First  visits 1.14 

Revisits 2 


Total 26.‘5 


Diphtheria. — The  notifications  received  numbered  12,  none  of 
whieh  was  confirmed.  Fight  were  found  to  bt'  suffering  froji; 
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tonsillitis,  i from  rroiip  (non-tliiihiherir),  i from  stomatitis,  i from 
(juinsy,  and  i from  measles.  I'or  the  seeond  year  in  succession  no 
case  of  diphtheria  occurred.  This  rellects  the  j^eneral  acceptance  by 
parents  of  diphtheria  immunisation  as  a preyentiye  measure.  Gn'ai 
credit  for  this  satisfactory  state  of  afl'airs  is  due  to  the  health  visitors, 
whose  individual  contacts  in  the  homes  of  the  people  have  proved 
so  effective. 

Whooping  Cough. — horty-nine  ('a.ses  of  whooping-  cotigh  were 
notified.  In  one  instance  the  diagnosis  was  not  confirmed,  giving 
a corrected  total  of  48  cases.  This  shows  a decrease  of  35  from 
the  number  for  the  previous  year.  No  cases  were  removed  to 
hospital.  As  with  measles,  only  the  first  case  occurring  in  a house- 
hold is  notifiable.  There  were  no  deaths.  The  nurses  of  the  Home 
Nursing  Service  also  visited  some  of  these  cases.  During  the  vear 
the  nurses  paid  25  visits  to  cases  of  whooping  cough  as  follows: — 

Under  5 years — 


First  visits 15 

Revisits — 

Over  5 years — 

First  visits 10 

Revisits — 

Total 25 


Pneumonia,  Acute  Primary. — Sixty-one  cases  of  lobar 

pneumonia  were  notified  during  the  year.  In  6 instances  the 
diagnosis  was  not  confirmed.  This  gives  a corrected  total  of  55 
confirmed  ca.ses,  which  shows  an  increase  of  ib  over  the  figure  for 
the  previous  vear.  Twenlv-eighl  cases,  incltiding  i .Service  case, 
were  removed  to  hospital. 

Pneumonia,  Broncho. — I'ifty-seven  cases  of  broncho-pneumonia 
were  intimated  during  the  year.  In  three  instances  the  diagnosis 
was  not  confirmed.  One  ca.se,  notified  as  cerebro-spinal  fever  and 
found  to  be  suffering  from  broncho-pneumonia,  falls  to  be  added. 
This  gives  a corrected  total  of  55  cases,  showing  an  increa.se  of  24 
over  the  figure  for  the  previous  vear.  All  ca.ses  were  treated  in 
hospital. 


Pneumonia,  Influenzal. — h'our  ca.ses  of  influenzal  pneumonia 
were  notified  during  th(*  vear.  Two  ca.ses  were  treated  in  hospil.d, 
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The  number  of  deaths  from  pneumonia  (all  forms)  at  different 
ae>.  groups  is  shown  as  follows: — 


Age 

Under  1 year 
1-5  years 
5-15  years  ... 
15-25  years  ... 
25-45  years  ... 
45-65  years  ... 

65  years  and  over 

Total 


Numl)er 

2 

3 


1 

12 


18 


The  nurses  of  the  Home  Nursino-  Service  paid  65  visits  to  ea.ses 
f)f  pneumonia  as  follows: — 

Under  5 years — 

First  visits 10 

Revisits 10 

Over  5 years — 

First  visits 2t 

Revisits 24 

Total 65 

Erysipelas. — Twelve  cases  of  erysipelas  were  notified.  Of  the 
I’  cases  notified,  i was  found  to  be  suffering  from  sinusitis.  This 
gives  a corrected  total  of  ii  cases,  which  is  i less  than  the  figure 
for  the  previous  year.  There  were  no  deaths. 

1 he  nurses  of  the  Home  Nursing  Service  paid  2 visits  to  ea.ses 
of  erysipelas. 

Puerperal  Pyrexia. — Two  cases  of  puerpertd  pvrexia  were 

notified  during  the  year.  Both  cases  were  removed  to  hospital. 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum — Three  cases  were  notified,  which  is 
the  same  as  the  figure  for  the  jirevious  vear.  C'ases  are  visited 
immediately  on  notification,  and  treatment,  if  carried  out  at  home, 
is  supervi.sed  daily  until  recovery.  The  health  visitors  paid  7 visits 
to  cases  of  this  di.sea.se.  ('Ine  case  was  treated  in  hospital. 

Cerebro=Spinal  Fever. — Idfteen  cases  of  this  disea.se  were 

notified  during  the  year.  Of  the  15  ea.ses  notified.  10  were  not 
confirmed.  1 his  gives  a ('orrected  total  of  5 confirmed  cases,  which 
is  the  .same  figure  as  for  the  previous  year.  .All  cases  were  removed 
to  hospital. 

There  were  2 deaths. 
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Rubella. — Eio-ht  cases  of  rubella  were  intimaiecl  durine-  tiu' 
year.  To  this  should  be  added  14  cases  not  died  as  scarlet  fever, 
giving-  a corrected  total  of  22,  which  is  an  increase  of  10  over  the 
figure  for  the  previous  year.  .All  cases  were  removed  to  hospital. 
.Six  were  Service  cases. 

Chickenpox. — Eleven  cases  were  intimated.  In  2 instances  the 
di.sease  was  not  confirmed.  This  gives  a corrected  total  of  g cases. 
Eight  cases  were  treated  in  hospital.  Three  were  Service  cases. 

Anterior  Poliomyelitis. — Two  cases  were  notified,  one  of  which 
was  treated  in  hospital. 

Gastro= Enteritis. — Sixteen  cases  of  gastro-enteritis  were  inti- 
mated. In  5 instances  the  diagnosis  was  not  confirmed.  To  the 
1 1 confirmed  cases  should  be  added  2 cases  notified  as  dysentery, 
I case  notified  as  cerebro-spinal  fever,  and  i case  intimated  as 
thrush.  This  gives  a corrected  total  of  15  cases,  which  is  3 less 
than  the  figure  for  the  previous  year.  All  cases  were  removed  to 
ho.spital. 

Dysentery. — Three  ca.ses  were  notified.  The  diagnosis  was  not 
confirmed  in  2 in.stances,  leaving  i confirmed  ca.se  of  bacillary 
dy.sentery. 

Mumps. — Nine  Service  cases  were  intimated  and  confirmed, 
showing  an  increa.se  of  i over  the  figure  for  the  previous  year.  -All 
ca.ses  were  treated  in  hospital. 

Scabies. — No  case  was  admitted  to  ho.spital.  During  the  year 
7 adults  and  40  children  were  treated.  The  total  number  ol 
attendances  was  139,  which  is  a marked  decrea.se  from  the  figure  ot 
300  la.st  year. 

Housing  Conditions  and  Infectious  Disease. — I he  type  of 
hou.se  from  which  confirmed  infectious  di.sea.ses  were  notified  is 
shown  in  the  following  table  : — 

c 
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Disease. 


a 

n 


ij 

B 

c3 

a 


o 

E 


Q. 

C3 


a 

C5 


c 

§ 

E 

c. 

C3 


o 

3 


c ^ 


c 

H 


Anterior  poliomyelitis  ... 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

Cerebro-spinal  fever  

— 

— 

2 

1 

— 

— 

— 

2 

5 

3 

3 

Chickenpox 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

8 

9 

Dysentery 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

- - 

— 

1 

Erysipelas  ...  

— 

3 

3 

4 

— 

— 

— 

1 

11 

1 

1 

Measles  

3 

30 

99 

161 

11 

2 

4 

5 

315 

Ophthalmia  neonatorum 

— 

1 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

3 

Pneumonia,  broncho  

1 

9 

24 

13 

7 

— 

— 

1 

55 

Pneumonia,  influenzal  

— 

— 

3 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

4 

1 

1 

Pneumonia,  lobar  

1 

8 

13 

25 

2 

— 

1 

5 

55 

Puerperal  pyrexia  

2 

2 

1 

1 

Scarlet  fever  

— 

12 

29 

37 

5 

— 

— 

4 

87 

Tuberculosis,  pulmonary 

— 

8 

17 

21 

1 

1 

1 

1 

50 

Tuberculosis,  non-puhnonary  ... 

— 

1 

3 

2 

— 

— 

1 

— 

7 

Whooping  cough 

2 

8 

19 

13 

3 

1 

1 

1 

48 

6 

6 

Totals  

7 

81 

215 

279 

30 

4 

8 

30 

654 

I'he  figures  in  black  denote  the  number  of  Service  cases. 


MENTAL  HEALTH  SERVICE. 

Lunacy. — In  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  Section  112  of 
the  Lunacy  (.Scotland)  Act,  DS57,  the  Authorised  Officers  made 
arranp^ements  for  the  certification  and  removal  of  29  patients  to 
Stratheden  Hospital,  Cupar,  during-  the  vear.  I'he  classification 


of  these  ca.ses  were  as  follows  : 

Males. 

Females. 

Total, 

Under  16  years 

— 

— 

— 

16  years-60  years 

1 1 

6 

17 

60  years  and  over 

5 

7 

12 

16 

13 

29 

It  has  to  be  remembered  that  in  addition  to  the  above,  patients 
are  admitted  to  Mental  Hospitals  voluntarily  and  at  the  instance  of 
relatives,  the  numbers  of  which  are  not  available  for  this  report. 

h'ull  use  was  made  of  the  Ambulance  Service  in  conveyinp^ 
mental  patients  to  hospital,  but  in  certain  instances  taxis  were  u.sed 
on  the  advice  of  the  medical  practitioner. 


Mental  Patients  Liberated  on  Probation,  Boarded=ont,  etc.— 
'Tin*  Local  llcaltli  Aiilhorily  t'ontinue  (o  supervise  and  ^ranl 
maintenance  allowances  on  behalf  of  Hospital  Hoards  to  menial 
patients  liberated  on  probation  or  boarded-oiit. 

During  the  year  2 patients  were  liberated  on  probation  from 
Stratheclen  Hospital,  Cupar,  one  of  whom  was  returned  as  unsuit- 
able. One  patient  on  probation  was  discharged  fully  recovered. 
At  1/12/49  there  were  4 mental  patients  liberated  on  probation  or 
boarded-out,  2 of  whom  were  in  receipt  of  a domiciliary  allowance. 
Outlays  in  respect  of  this  service  are  recoverable  in  full  from  the 
appropriate  Hospital  Boards. 

Mental  Deficiency. — At  31st  December  1949  there  were  38 
mental  defectives  on  the  Register,  d'he.se  cases  were  dealt  with  as 
follows  : — 


Males. 

Females. 

Total. 

Under  guardianship 

..  ..  8 

7 

15 

In  Institutions 

....  10 

11 

21 

On  licence  from  Institutions 

..  ..  2 

— 

2 

20 

18 

38 

•Ascertainment. — Six 

cases  of 

possible  mental 

defect  were 

referred  to  the  Department— 2 by  the  Education  Authority  and  4 
by  relatives.  Three  of  the  cases  were  certifiable  and  were  admitted, 
with  the  parents  consent,  to  an  institution. 

During  1949,  7 children  (i  pre-school  and  6 school)  were 
referred  to  the  psychologist  at  the  Davidson  Clinic,  Edinburgh,  for 
consultation  and  treatment.  Consultation  and  treatment  are  paid 
for  at  an  agreed  rate.  Travelling  expenses  were  partially  reimbursed 
in  necessitous  cases.  Eive  school  children  were  also  referred  to  the 
Psychiatric  C'linic  at  Dunfermline  for  consultation  and  treatment. 

Mental  Defectives  under  Guardianship. — No  mental  defectives 
were  placed  under  guardianship  during  the  year.  Six  defectives 
were  transferred  to  new  guardians  during  the  year.  One  defective 
under  guardianship  died,  and  one  was  admitted  to  a mental  hospital. 
TTe  Authori.sed  Officers  made  86  visits  to  the  homes  of  mental 
defectives  during  the  period.  This  number  includes,  in  addition 
tf>  visits  of  .statutorv  supervision,  visits  for  the  purpo.se  of  making 
reports  on  the  home  circumstances  of  institutional  cases  in  connection 
with  applications  for  discharge,  holiday  leave,  and  for  providing 
the  nece.ssarv  information  for  the  General  Board  of  Control  for 
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vS('()tland  in  regard  In  cases  whose  period  of  dcienlion  was  due  lo 
expire  during  the  year. 

The  Local  Authority  continue  to  pay  maintenance  allowances 
to  mental  defectives  under  guardianship  and,  on  behalf  of  the 
appropriate  Hospital  Fioards,  to  mental  defectives  on  licence  from 
institutions.  The  scale  of  allowances  were  reviewed  during  the  year 
and  are  as  follow  : — 

1.  Maintenance  Allowance — 15s.  6d.  - 25s,  per  week,  according  to  ability  to  work. 

2.  Clothing — Monetary  grant  of  £12,  10s.  per  annum. 

3.  Pocket  Money — Fixed  allowance  of  5s.  per  week  (to  patients  residing  with  strangers 
and  performing  work). 

At  the  end  of  the  year  there  were  14  ca.ses  in  receipt  of  allow- 
ances, with  a total  weekly  ex'penditure  of  approximatelv  £,20 
(excluding  clothing  grants). 

Institutional  Care. — During  the  vear  three  patients  were  I 
admitted  to  institutions.  One  patient  died  during  the  year.  At  i 
31st  December  1949  there  were  21  mental  defectives  accommodated' 
in  institutions.  In  addition,  there  were  2 who  were  on  licence  from 
institutions  and  placed  under  guardianship.  Particulars  of  the 
institutions  and  the  number  of  mental  defectives  belonging  to 
Dunfermline,  who  were  accommodated  in  these  institutions  at  ^i.st 
December  1949,  are  set  out  below:— 


Institutions. 

Males  Females. 

On 

licence 

Under  16. 

Over  16.  Under  16.  Over  16.  Males. 

Royal  Scottish  National  Institution, 

Larbert 

4 

Waverley  Park  Institution,  Kirkin- 

tilloch 

1 

4 

B'inkbonny  Institution,  Falkirk  . . 



— — . 

Strathore  Hospital,  Thornton  . . . . 

4 

— 

Balciovan  Institution,  Dundee  . . . . 
St  Joseph’s  Institution,  Rosewell, 

— 

— — 

— 

1 

Midlothian 

— 

2 — 

2 

1 

4 

6 2 

9 

2 

The  shortage  of  institulional  accommodation  for  adult  mental 
defectives  is  still  v(*ry  acute,  there  being  no  admi.ssions  during  the 
>ear.  It  is  notable  that  tlu'  3 ca.stxs  who  wen*  admitted  to  institutions 
during  the  year  were  children  under  3 venrs  of  age. 
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SCHOOL  HEALTH  SERVICE. 

School  Medical  Inspections  were  carried  out  on  the  usual  lines. 

Table  1.  shows  the  numbers  examined,  and  Table  11.  shows 
the  defects  found.  Table  111.  is  a classification  of  defects  bv  ane 

. o 

oroups  in  order  of  severity. 

' T.able  I . 


A.  SYSTEMATIC  EXAMINATIONS. 

Number 

of  Children  Examined 

Boys. 

Girls. 

Entrants 

366 

403 

Second  age  group.  9 years 

323 

307 

Third  age  group,  13  years 

304 

337 

Fourth  age  group 

48 

44 

Totals 

1,041 

1,091 

B.  OTHER  EXAMINATIONS. 

Boys. 

Girls 

Special  cases 

158 

132 

Re-inspections 

57 

63 

Non-routines 

62 

57 

Vision  group 

340 

341 

Totals 

..  617 

593 

Number  of  individual  children  inspected  at  s\'stematic  examina- 
:ti(jns  who  were  notified  to  parents  as  requiring  treatment  excluding 
[uncleanliness  and  dental  caries: — 

Entrants 

Second  age  group 

Third  age  group 

Fourth  age  group 

Other  systematic  examinations 

Totals 


Number  of  School  Medical  Inspections 

Health  Visitors’  Inspections 

Refraction  Clinics  (Specialist) 

Number  of  Diphtheria  Immunisation  Sessions  at  Schools 
Vision  Testing  Sessions 


Girls. 

33 

23 

8 


66 


IKO 


Boys. 

34 

9 

6 


49 


15 


TABLE  II Systematic  Examinations. 
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Nutrition. — (Jf  tlie  2,132  school  children  examined  during  the 
\ear,  206  or  9.6  per  cent,  were  found  to  suffer  fn;m  slight  nutritional 
defect,  and  6 or  0.2H  per  cent,  from  more  marked  nutritional  defect. 

Attendance  of  Parents. — A notice  of  the  forthcoming  medical 
inspection  is  sent  to  the  parents  of  each  child,  and  they  are  invited 
to  attend.  Their  attendance  is  very  much  in  the  child’s  interest, 
as  it  enables  the  doctor  to  ascertain  precise  details  of  pa.st  illnes.ses 
and  family  history.  Should  treatment  of  anv  condition  be  required, 
personal  explanation  is  more  satisfactory  than  any  written  notice, 
and  more  likely  to  be  effective.  During  the  year  parents  have 
continued  to  co-operctte  in  this  way,  especiallv  in  the  more  junior 
age  groups. 

It  is  unforlLinatel}-  true,  however,  that  on  the  whole  we  do  not 
s<‘f;  the  parents  of  the  children  who  are  most  in  need  of  attention, 
d'he  careful  mother  of  the  well-cared  for  child  attends,  and  has  the 
satisfaction  of  learning  that  all  is  well.  When  a child’s  condition 
is  less  satisfactory  it  is  very  often  found  that  kick  of  parental  intere.st 
extends  to  school  medical  inspection,  and  opportunity  for  discussion 
is  not  afforded. 

Of  769  entrant  infants  examined,  566  were  accompanied  bv 
parents,  and  of  1,363  other  children  examined,  parents  were  present 
in  337  instances. 

Refusal  of  Medical  Inspection.. — The  number  of  refusals  was 
again  a negligible  percentage  of  the  number  of  children  e.xamined. 
There  were,  in  all,  17  refusals,  representing  0.79  per  cent.,  being 
the  same  as  the  previous  year. 

Health  Visitors’  Inspections. — The  health  visitors  carry  out 
inspections  of  heads  and  clothing,  and  where  necessary  refer  cases 
to  the  school  clinic  for  treatment.  “ Follow-up  ” visits  were  also 
made  to  ensure  that  their  suggestions  and  instructions  were  being 
acted  upon. 


Number  of  children  inspected  by  Heallli  Visitors 4.4.‘'3 

Number  of  re-inspections  and  follow-up  visits .19,702 

Number  of  homes  visited 47 


Ophthalmic  Clinic. — Oiihthalmic  treatment  of  .school  chiklreii 
is  carried  out  by  Dr  Duncan  Leeds. 
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Tlie  report  on  the  year’s  work  in  tliis  l^epartment  is  shown  in 
llie  following:  table: — 


Number  of  Clinics 

Number  of  cases  examined  . , 
Number  of  cases  re-examined  . . 
Hypermetropia  and  astigmatism  . 

Hypermetropia 

Myopic  astigmatism 

Myopia 

Emmetropia 

Mixed  astigmatism 

External  conditions 

Frames  fitted 


Boys. 

Girls. 

35 

55 

81 

78 

90 

45 

64 

49 

44 

9 

15 

13 

23 

13 

17 

4 

6 

— 

2 

28 

20 

Treatment. — During'  the  year  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health 
continued  to  be  responsible  for  the  treatment  of  school  children, 
under  the  arrangement  made  with  the  Carnegie  Dunfermline  Trust 
and  Dunfermline  Town  Council.  The  medical  aspect  of  the  work 
was  undertaken  bv  the  medical  members  of  the  Health  Department 
staff. 


1 take  this  opportunitv  (T  conveying  tt)  the  members  of  the 
Carnegie  Dunfermline  Trust  staff  engaged  in  this  work  my  cordial 
thanks  and  appreciation  for  their  help  and  co-operation. 


The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  school  children  treated 


during  the  year  : — 

GENERAL  CLINICS : No.  of  Cases.  No.  of  Attendances. 

Ear  nose  and  throat 766  1-785 

Eye  283  921 

Skin".."..’..’’..’* 1.203  6.662 

Other  conditions 2,866  7,958 

U.V.R.  Treatment 106  h638 


Totals 


5,224 


18,964 


ORIIIOP/EOIC  CLINIC 


217 


2,840 


OEFECriVE  SPEECH  CLINIC  .. 


1 ,068 


SPECIALIST  CLINICS; 
Ear,  nose  and  throat 
Orthopajdic 


DENTAL  CLINICS: 
Inspections  . . . . 

No.  of  cases  . . . . 
No.  of  attendances 


3.798 

3.055 

4,324 
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Orthopaedic  Hospital  Treatment. — Hospital  treatment  is  pro- 
vided cit  The  I’rincess  Margaret  Rose  Hcjspital  f(jr  Crippled 
Children,  Edinburgh.  The  admissions  and  the  discharges  of 
school  children  are  shown  as  follows  : — 

In  Hospital  on  Admitted  Discharged  In  Hospital  on 

1/1/49.  during  year,  during  year.  31/12/49. 

8 24  29  3 

Co=operation  of  Teachers. — Headmasters  and  teachers  continue 
to  co-operate  and  prove  very  helpful  in  referring  ailing  children  for 
examination.  Their  interest  and  assistance  are  invaluable,  and 
greatly  facilitate  the  work  of  school  medical  inspection. 

Medical  Examination  of  Mentally  Defective  Children. — 

I'ourteen  mentally  defective  children  were  medically  examined,  and 
a special  report  submitted  to  Dr  Krause,  Deputy  County  ^Medical 
( )nicer,  ]"ife  County. 


HOSPITALS. 

West  Fife  Infectious  Diseases  Hospital. — By  arrangement  with 
Dunfermline  Town  Council  and  the  South  Eastern  Regional 
1 lospital  Board,  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  acts  as  Medical 
Superintendent,  and  the  clinical  duties  of  the  hospital  are  undertaken 
by  the  medical  members  of  the  Health  Department  staff. 


Of  the  768  patients  treated  in  the  West  Fife  Infectious  Diseases 
Hospital,  364  (which  includes  27  Service  cases)  were  from  Dunferm- 
line Burgh,  and  the  following  table  shows  the  distribution  of  the 
various  diseases  : — 

In  Hospital  Admitted 
1st  Jan.  1949.  during  1949.  Total. 


(a)  Civilian  Casks: — 

Scarlet  fever 
Broncho-pneumonia 
Lobar  pneumonia 
Influenzal  pneumonia  .. 
Rubella  ... 

Measles  ... 
Gastro-entcritis  . . 
Venereal  diseases 
Erysipelas 
Chickenpox 

Carry  forward 


4 

86 

90 

2 

55 

57 

3 

27 

30 

— 

2 

2 

— 

16 

16 

1 

13 

14 

2 

14 

16 

1 

9 

10 

7 7 

6 6 


236 
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Brought  forward 
Cerebro  spinal  fever 
Pulmonary  tuberculosis... 
Non-pulmonary  tuberculosis 
Puerperal  pyrexia 
Anterior  poliomyelitis  ... 
Whooping  cough 
Ophthalmia  neonatorum 
Dysentery 
Miscellaneous  ... 

(J>)  Service  Cases  •. — 

Mumps  ... 

Rubella  ... 

Chickenpox 
Gastro-enteritis  ... 

Scarlet  fever 
Measles  ... 

Lobar  pneumonia 
Miscellaneous  ... 

Totals 


In  Hospital  Admitted 
1st  Jan.  1949.  during  1949. 

13  235 

— 5 

— 3 


2 

I 

1 — 

1 
1 

1 73 


Total. 

248 

5 

.3 

1 

2 

1 

1 

1 

I 

74 


1 


16 


9 

6 

2 

1 

1 

1 

1 

5 


348 


10 

6 

2 

1 

1 

1 

1 

5 
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Bandrum  Children’s  Convalescent  Home. — By  arrangement 
with  the  South  Eastern  Regional  Ho.spital  Board  and  Dunfermline 
Town  Council,  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  acts  as  Medical 
.Superintendent  of  this  institution. 

Establi.shed  in  1927  by  the  Carnegie  Dunfermline  Trust  for  the 
benefit  of  Dunfermline  children,  it  was  gifted  to  Dunfermline  Town 
Council  in  1945.  Owing  to  the  nature  of  its  work,  it  was  transferri'd 
to  the  .Secretary  of  .State  in  1948  under  the  terms  of  the  National 
Health  Service  .Act.  There  was,  however,  a tacit  agreement  that 
while  the  area  from  which  children  were  admitted  was  no  longer 
confined  to  Dunfermline,  the  nature  of  the  work  would  continue  as 
before. 

The  children  are  selected  for  admission  from  tho.se  attending 
the  various  Cdiild  Welfare  and  .School  Cdinics  or  by  recommendation 
from  their  own  family  doctors,  or  from  the  various  hospitals.  J he\ 
are  nearly  all  debilitated  and  ailing  from  various  cau.ses,  theii  chief 
need  being  ample  n‘si  and  (|uiet,  regtdar  hours  of  sleep,  good  food, 
and  fresh  air, 
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At  llie  bc^inninc;-  of  llio  yonr  24  rhiklrcn  were  in  residonco  nnd 
157  were  admilled  diirin^>-  ihe  year,  making-  a total  of  181  cliildren 
(105  boys  and  7b  girls),  d'he  average  duration  of  stav  was  54  davs, 
'I'lte  average  gain  in  weight  was  3 lb.  (t  ozs. 

I tak'e  this  opportunity  of  recording  appreciation  of  the  service's 
of  Dr  Beveridge,  Miss  .Mcl’her.son,  the  matron,  and  the  StafT. 

REGISTRATION  OF  NURSING  HOMES. 

Under  the  provisions  of  the  Midwives’  and  .\Iaternitv  Homes 
(.Scotland)  Act,  1927,  one  private  nursing  home  is  regi.stered  with 
accommodation  for  maternitv  ca.ses.  No  new  applications  for 
registration  were  received. 

HEALTH  EDUCATION. 

('opies  of  the  book  produced  by  the  Gla.sgow  Pttblic  Health  “• 
Department,  entitled  “ The  Health  of  the  Mother  and  Child,”  were 
made  available  at  the  child  welfare  clinics. 

In  the  last  week  of  June,  the  .staff  of  the  Health  Department 
participated  in  ” Our  Town  ” Exhibition — an  exhibition  spon.sored 
bv  Ihe  National  .Association  of  I^ocal  Government  Officers  as  part 
of  the  Dunfermline  Civic  Week  activities.  : 

At  the  Health  Department  ” .stall  ” the  citizens  of  Dunfermline  ■< 
were  shown  the  work  which  the  Department  carries  out  towards  '■ 
maintaining  the  health  and  happiness  of  the  community.  At  the  ‘ 
same  time  the  opportunity  was  taken  of  furthering  the  health 

education  campaign.  y 

> 

V 

Valuable  assistance  was  given  by  the  Scottish  Council  for  f 

Health  Education,  not  only  in  planning  the  exhibit  but  in  supplying 
leaflets  on  health  topics,  for  which  there  was  an  unprecedented  ^ 
demand.  The  stall  was  ” manned  ” throughout  the  time  of  the  •; 
exhibition  by  members  of  the  staff,  who  were  able  to  give  advice 
and  information.  i 

PORT  HEALTH  ADMINISTRATION.  | 

The  arrangements  made  under  the  Port  Sanitary  Regulations  J 
(.Scotland)  1933  and  1945  were  .satisfactory.  g 

.A  total  of  34  ships  arrived  at  Rosylh  from  fort'ign  ports,  and  1 
all  were  granted  free  prali(|ue.  # 
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APPENDIX  I. 

I.ist  of  Midwives  (wi(h  names,  enrolment  numbers  and 
addresses)  who,  up  1031st  Deccml)er  ip4(),  have  oiven  notice  under 
Section  18  of  the  Midwives  (Scotland)  Act,  k)15,  of  their  intention 
to  practise  in  the  Burgh  of  Dunfermline. 

No. 

Lily  Beveridge,  128  Main  Street,  Townhill,  Dunfermline 4573 

A.  S.  Carroll,  1 Park  Place,  Dunfermline 18726 

Elizabeth  Cox,  26  Queensferry  Road,  Rosyth,  Dunfermline 7060 

Isabella  Leadbetter,  7 Aberlour  Street,  Rosyth,  Dunfermline 5365 

J.  MacGregor,  1 Park  Place,  Dunfermline 18197 

S.  K.  McNeil,  1 Park  Place,  Dunfermline 17929 

J.  Slater,  22  Chamberfield  Road,  Dunfermline 14276 

Lucy  Stoneley,  7 Aberlour  Street,  Rosyth,  Dunfermline 5367 

Elizabeth  Todd,  1 Park  Place,  Dunfermline 11514 

Christina  Young,  80  Bruce  Street,  Dunfermline 874 
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APPENDIX  II. 

CASES  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASE  (excluding  Tuberculosis) 
Notified  during  the  year  ended  .31st  December  1949:  — 


Number  of  Cases  coniing  to  the  knowledge  of  the  Medical  Officer 
of  Health  and  accepted  by  him  as  suffering  from  the  stated  Disease. 


At  Age — Years. 


Cerebro-spinal 

M. 

2 

1 

1 

2 

fever  

F. 

3 

1 

... 

1 

1 

... 

... 

3 

3 

3 

2 

1 

Chickenpox 

M. 

6 

2 

1 

3 

... 

. . . 

5 

1 

F. 

3 

3 

... 

... 

... 

3 



Dysentery 

M. 

... 

. . . 

... 

. . . 

. . . 

... 

F. 

1 

1 

. . . 

1 



Erysipelas 

M. 

5 

... 

3 

2 

3 

2 

F. 

6 

... 

1 

3 

2 

4 

2 

1 

i 

1 

Measles  

M. 

162 

5 

82 

72 

3 

. . . 

. . . 

3 

159 

F. 

153 

5 

66 

78 

2 

1 

1 

... 

11 

142 

Ophthalmia 

M. 

2 

2 

. . . 

... 

. . . 

... 

• • . 

2 

neonatorum  ... 

F. 

1 

1 

. . t 

. • . 

. . . 

... 

... 

1 

... 

Pneumonia, 

M. 

2 

1 

... 

. . . 

... 

1 

... 

1 

1 

acute iuHuenzal 

F. 

2 

... 

. . . 

2 

... 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

Pneumonia, 

M. 

30 

3 

3 

2 

4 

3 

9 

6 

15 

15 

acute  primary 

F. 

25 

8 

3 

4 

5 

1 

1 

3 

13 

12 

Pneumonia  (not 

M. 

29 

14 

9 

3 

... 

3 

29 

... 

otherwise  notifiable) 

F. 

26 

10 

7 

4 

... 

2 

3 

26 

Poliomyelitis, 

M. 

2 

1 

1 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

1 

1 

acute  

F. 

. . . 

• • • 

. . . 

... 

... 

... 

Puerperal 

pyrexia  

F. 

2 

... 

1 

1 

... 

... 

2 

... 

1 

i 

1 

Scarlet  fever  ... 

M. 

50 

17 

28 

4 

1 

... 

... 

50 

... 

F. 

37 

. • . 

8 

27 

1 

... 

1 

37 

Whooping 

M. 

19 

... 

10 

8 

1 

... 

... 

. . . 

19 

cough  

F. 

29 

3 

10 

16 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

29 

6 

5 

1 

5 

1 

M. 

309 

21 

125 

118 

12 

5 

4 

13 

11 

109 

200 

F. 

288 

20 

103 

128 

7 

9 

7 

8 

6 

102 

186 

Black  figures  denote  Service  cases  which  arc  included  in  the  totals. 
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RETURN  OF  NUMBER  OF  PERSONS  VVFlO  DIED 
FROM  TUBERCULOSIS  IN  THE  AREA  DURING 
THE  YEAR  WITH  PARTICULARS  AS  TO  PERIOD 
ELAPSING  BETWEEN  NOTIFICATION  AND  DEATH 
AND  BETWEEN  DISCHARGE  FROM  AN  INSTITU- 
TION AND  DEATH. 


Respiratory. 

Non-Respiratory. 

Number  of  persons  who  died  from 

Males. 

Females. 

Males.  Females. 

tuberculosis 

8 

5 

1 — 

Of  whom — 

Not  notified  or  notified  only  at 
or  after  death 

2 

Notified  less  than  1 month  before 
death  

— 

1 

1 

_ 

Notified  from  1 to  3 months 
before  death  

1 

1 



Notified  from  3 to  6 months 
before  death  

__ 

- - 





Notified  from  6 to  12  months 
before  death  

1 







Notified  from  1 to  2 years  before 
death  







— 

Notified  over  2 years  before  death. 

4 

3 

— 

— 

Total 

8 

5 

1 

— 

Number  who  died  within  28  days 
after  discharge  from  an  institu- 
tion   

1 

Number  who  died  more  than  28  days 
after  discharge  from  an  institu- 
tion   

4 

APPENDIX  IV. 

DEATHS  IN  DUNFERMLINE  BURGH  DURING  1949. 
CAUSES  OF  DEATH  (Corrected). 

The  following  Table  shows  the  cause  of  Death  at  the  various  Age  Groups  : 
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Figures  in  black  denote  Serv-ice  cases. 


(Eitg  ani)  Jlogal  ^ttrgk  of  Punferinltne 


ANNUAL  REPORT 

ON  THE 


GENERAL  SANITARY  CONDITION  OF  THE  BURGH 

FOR  THE  YEAR 


1949 


ALEXR.  H DUNCAN,  m.r.san  i.,  m inst.p.c  , 
Chief  Sanitary  Inspector  and  Inspector  of  Cleansing. 
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To  the  Department  of  Health  for  Scotland^  and 
the  Provosty  NlagistrateSy  and  Councillors  of 
the  City  and  Ppyal  Burgh  of  Dunfermline 


Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  present  the  Annual  Report  on  the 
general  sanitary  condition  of  the  Burgh  and  of  the  work  performed 
by  the  Sanitary  and  Cleansing  Departments  during  the  year  1949. 

This  report  has  been  compiled  in  accordance  with  the 
instructions  contained  in  D.II.S.  Circular  No.  107/ 1949,  which,  it 
is  again  observed,  makes  no  reference  to  Housing.  Despite  this 
omission  the  opportunity  has  been  taken  to  report  on  the  Housing 
activities  of  the  Sanitary  Department,  which  constitutes  one  of  its 
main  functions. 

The  support  given  by  the  Town  Council,  especially  the  Health 
and  Cleansing  Committees,  is  acknowledged  with  pleasure,  while  I 
have  also  to  express  my  indebtedness  to  the  other  Corporation 
Ulficials  for  assistance  rendered  and  to  record  my  appreciation  of 
the  services  of  the  staff  and  employees. 

I am, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

ALEX.  H.  1)1  NCAN, 

Chief  Sanitary  inspector  and 
Inspector  of  Cleansing. 


Sanitary  Inspector’s  Ol'lice, 

.35  Oueen  .Anne  Street. 
Dunfermline, 

1 2th  September  i95«). 
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ANNUAL  L(EPOI(T. 


STATISTICS. 


Area  of  Burgh  in  Acres 7,674 

Miles  of  Streets,  e;c ,‘i7  |3 

Population  (Census  1931) 34,954 

Population  estimated  at  end  of  year 45,098 

Number  of  inhabited  houses 12,293 

Gross  Valuation £403,298 

Gross  Rateable  Value £353,309 

Sum  represented  by  Id,  Rate — Owner £1,464 

Occupier 1,452 

£2,916 


GENERAL  SANITATION. 

WATER  SUPPLY : 

Two  4-in.  cast  iron  water  mains,  measurino-  approximately  900 
yards,  were  laid  in  Grieve  Street,  and  work  was  commenced  on 
laying  a new  4-in.  water  pipe  in  Main  .Street,  Kingseat,  where  some 
385  yards  of  such  main  was  completed  at  the  end  of  the  year.  Three 
hundred  and  thirty-eight  yards  of  4-in.  pipe  and  158  yards  of  3-in. 
pipe  were  akso  laid  at  the  Camdean  Housing  Site,  Rosyth. 

.At  the  end  of  the  year,  there  were  approximately  40,935,000 
gallons  of  water  in  store  at  Craigluscar  Reservoir  and  153,141,000 
gallons  in  store  at  Glensherup  Reservoir.  The  (quantity  of  water 
both  for  domestic  and  trade  purpo.ses  was  satisfactory,  but  the  quality 
of  the  water  from  Craigluscar  was  reported  upon  adversely  by  the 
Hacteriologi.st,  as  it  was  contaminated  with  Coliform  Bacilli.  This 
matter  was  fir.st  rai.sed  in  a complaint  from  a Service  Camp,  when; 
.sampling  of  the  water  supplied  there  had  shown  certain  unsati.s- 
factory  features. 

As  a result  of  intensive  .sampling,  the  source  was  traced  to 
C'raigluscar  Reservoir,  and  early  in  the  current  year  it  was  decided 
to  resume  chlorination  of  (his  supply,  since  (he  commencement  ol 
which  .satisfactory  chemical  and  bacteriological  results  have  been 
obtained. 

Average  daily  consumpt  per  head  for  domestic  purposes 

amounted  to 34.28  gallons. 

Average  daily  consumpt  pc  head  for  trade  purposes 

amounted  to 15.48  gallons, 
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Five  complaints  were  received  during  the  year  concerninjj:  the  | 
nnsntisfactorv  condition  of  tlie  water  supply  and  the  necessary  * 
remedial  measures  were  effected.  , 

DRAINAGE:  ] 

Seventy-two  complaints  were  received  durin^r  the  year  re^^ardin^  | 
choked  and  defective  drains,  and  the  necessary  remedial  measures  | 
were  effected  by  the  owners  on  receipt  of  verbal  and  written  < 

. . . ' t 

intimations.  ^ 

One  hundred  and  seventy-six  Smoke  Tests  and  one  hundred  and  J 

ninety-seven  Colour  Tests  were  applied  to  the  drains  of  ninety-iive  ; 

dwelling-houses  and  fortv-six  other  premises,  while  renewals  and  ^ 

extensions  were  made  to  thirty-five  properties.  i 

i 

The  sewerage  svstem  was  extended  by  the  laying  of  7 yards  of  ^ 

6-in.  pipe  and  150  yards  of  9-in.  pipe  at  the  Camdean  Housing  Site,  . 

l\osvth.  ; 

1 

I 

SEWAGE  PURIFICATION  AND  DISPOSAL:  f 

There  was  no  nui.sance  caused  by  method  of  sewage  disposal  , 
in  operation  within  the  Burgh,  namely  by  means  of  outfall  sewers  • 
discharging  into  the  Forth  Estuary  at  two  points.  ■ 

SANITARY  CONVENIENCES  : 

The  number  of  dry  closets  in  use  was  reduced  bv  eight,  due  to  i 
the  installation  of  a water  closet  into  a dwellinghouse  and  the  closing  ' 
of  seven  unfit  houses. 

The  number  of  dry  closets  and  ashpits  in  the  Burgh  is  : — 


Dry  Closets 30 

Ashpits 17 


vSeven  additional  W.C.s  were  erected  during  the  vear,  thereby 
decreasing  the  incidence  of  water  closets  u.sed  in  common.  1'he 
water  clo.sets  now  used  in  common  are  as  follows  : — 


Number  of  water  closets  used  by  2 families 450 

„ „ 3 families 303 

„ „ 4 families 130 

» „ 5 or  more  families  . . . . 29 

Total 9I2 
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OUTSIDE  WATER  SUPPLY; 

Due  to  the  closure,  in  terms  of  ilie  Ilousino-  (Scotland)  Act, 

iq;,o,  of  some  unfit  houses,  the  incidence  of  liouses  having-  an 

outside  water  supply  is  now  as  follows  : — 

' t 1 1 1 1 1 1 t 

for  tor  for  for  for  for  for  for  Houses. 

I 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 


Ward  1 — 2 — 

Ward  2 1 — 1 

Ward  3 2 — — 

Ward  4 1 5 1 

Ward  5 3 1 — 

Ward  6 5 4 3 

Ward  7 5 — — 


17  12  5 


2 — — — — 12 

- — — — — 14 

- — — — — 22 

5 — — — — 76 


LACK  OF  CLEANLINESS  IN  COMMON  WATER  CLOSETS  : 

There  were  eighteen  notices  .served  on  the  persons  using  three 
.separate  Water  ('losets  re(|uesting  that  the.se  be  cleansed  in  weekly 
rotation. 

It  was  nece.ssarv  to  .send  intimations  to  owners  regarding  the 
exi.stence  of  thirty-nine  defects  in  water  clo.sets,  and  these  defects 
were  found  on  re-inspection  to  have  been  repaired. 

WASH  = HOUSE  BYE=LAWS: 

The  existence  of  structural  defects  in  wash-hou.ses  required  the 
sending  of  twenty  intimations,  and  a subseciuent  re-inspection 
revealed  that  the  necessary  remedial  measures  had  been  effected. 

RIVERS  POLLUTION  : 

There  were  four  complaints  received  during  the  year  regarding 
pollution  of  streams  within  the  Burgh. 

One  of  the.se  related  to  sewage  pollution  in  the  lower  Burn, 
and  after  extensive  testing  it  was  found  that  this  was  due  to  the 
defective  condition  of  the  drains  from  twelve  properties,  which 
drained  into  the  Tower  Burn  .Sewer. 

The  nece.s.sarv  repairs  were  in  due  cour.se  effected,  and  sub.se- 
qtient  te.sts  showed  that  the  pollution  had  cea.sed. 


OFFENSIVE  TRADES  : 

There  were  no  complaints  received  concerning  the 
Trades  carried  on  within  the  lUirgh.  Ihe.se  trades  are  a 


Offensive 
I situated 
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within  the  Burpi'li  vSlauci'hterhouse  and  comprise  Tripe  Dressint^, 
(riit  Scraping,  and  the  Slaughtering  of  Cattle. 

SCHOOLS  : 

As  in  former  years  ah  the  Schools  in  the  Burgh  were  regularly 
inspected,  and  any  defects  discovered  therein  were  intimated  to  the 
Education  Authority. 

Two  dining  halls,  one  kitchen  and  ten  additional  classrooms 
were  erected  during  the  year. 


FACTORIES  ACT,  1937  : 

The  number  and  types  of  mechanical  and  non-mechanical 
factories  in  the  Burgh  are  shown  herewith  ; 


MECHANICAL  : 

Aerated  Water,  Beer,  and  Whisky 


Bottling _ (y 

Agricultural  Machinery  Repairs  . . . . 2 

Bakeries 14 

Blacksmith I 

Boot  Repairing 4 

Brickmaking 1 

Building  Contractor 2 

Butchers 19 

Cabinet  Making 3 

Cartwright 1 

Coachbuilding 3 

Coffin  Furnishing 1 

Concrete  Blocks 3 

Cotton  Weaving 2 

Dairy 1 

Dressmaking 5 

Dry  Cleaners 1 

Electrical  Engineering 5 

Electricity  Generating 1 

Embroidery 4 

Engineering 3 

Firewood  Cutting 1 

Gas  Repairs 1 

Glazing 2 

Golf  Club  Manufacturing 1 

Jeweller 1 

Joinery 11 


Laundry  and  Dry  Cleaning 

Linen  Weaving 

Lithography i 

Loco  Repairs i 

Millers 2 

Motor  Vehicle  Repairs  17 

Oatmeal  Grinding 1 

Optician l 

Photography 3 

Plumbing 3 

Potato  Crisp  Manufacturing 1 

Preserved  Meats I 

Printing 4 

Rag  and  Metal  Sorting 1 

Rope  Manufacture 1 

Rubber  Shoes  and  Allied  Products  . . 1 

Sausage  Manufacturer 3 

Saw  Mills 1 

Sheet  Metal  Worker 1 

Silk  Weaving 4 

Stone  Sawing I 

Sulphate  of  Ammonia 1 

Tailoring 3 

Tile  Slabbing 1 

Upholstery 1 

Watch  and  Clock  Repairs 3 

Weighing  Machine  Repairs 2 


164 
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•non  mechanical  : 

I Blacksmiihs .1 

Wool  Repairing 2 

I'ooked  Mcai  Manufaclurer I 

flJairy  1 

Dressmaking 2 

Fiirniiure  Repairing 1 

iJiu  Scraping 1 

['holography 3 

I Painting  of  Buildings 1 


Coach  Painting | 

Plumbing 5 

Rag  Sorting | 

Saddlery ] 

Tailoring 1 

Tripe  Dressing 1 

Umbrella  Repairs 1 

Upholstery 4 

Watch  Repairs 1 


31 

It  was  necessary  duriiy^  the  year  to  issue  intimations  to  tlie 
ncciipiers  of  two  mechanical  factories  regarding  the  lack  of  suitable 
iiianilary  accommodation  in  their  premises,  and  to  the  occupier  of 
pne  mechanical  factory  regarding  the  cleanliness  of  the  sanitary 
Accommodation  in  his  premises.  In  all  but  one  instance  subsef|uent 
inspection  revealed  that  remedial  measures  were  carried  out. 


h'our  additional  W.C.’s  were  erected  in  two  mechanical  factories 
Huring  the  year. 

Two  visits  of  inspection  were  made  to  factory  sites  during  the 
t:'ear  regarding  the  nature  and  condition  of  sanitary  accommodation 
Ihcreat,  and  in  one  instance  it  was  found  that  such  accommodation 
Ivas  not  suitable  and  sufficient. 


8AKE=H0USES  : 

^ -Ml  the  bakeries  were  inspected  regularly,  when  it  was  found 
ffiat  more  attention  should  be  given  to  limewashing  and  painting, 
while  the  cleanliness  of  W.C.’s  and  wash-rooms  in  certain  premises 
•\'cre  rather  un.satisfactorv.  These  unhygienic  conditions  were 
rntimated  to  the  managements  concerned  and  were  in  due  course 
remedied. 


HOUSES  LET  IN  LODGINGS  : 

The  premises  in  u.se  for  this  purpose  were  kept  under  constant 
supervision  and  no  nui.sances  were  observed. 

^ ODGING  HOUSES  : 

Regular  inspections  were  made  of  the  lodging  house,  and  the 
existence  of  any  insanitary  conditions  was  intimated  either  verbally 
in  writing  to  the  owner. 

Certain  very  necessary  improvements  were  effected  to  the 
tructure  and  furnishings.  The  average  number  of  men  residing 
•n  this  lodging  house  was  eighty. 

B 
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BURIAL  GROUNDS  : 

I am  indebted  to  the  C'emeic-ry  Superintendent,  Mr  J.  W.  > 
Gladstone,  for  the  following-  table  which  gives  tlie  number  of 
interments  for  each  calendar  month  at  the  three  burial  grounds  in  i 
the  Burgh,  viz.  : — 


Dunfermline 

Cemetery. 


January 54 

February 39 

March 52 

April 35 

May 34 

June 25 

July 25 

August 27 

September 30 

October 29 

November 34 

December 39 


Douglas  Bank 
Cemetery. 

Abbey  |i 
Churchyard 

1 

6 

2 

5 

1 

5 



5 

1 

7 

— 

6 

— 

8 

— 

5 

— 

7 

1 

4 

1 

423  64 


6 


The  'Pown  Council  had  to  undertake 


the  burial  of  lo  destitute  ' 


per.sons,  and  the  cost  of  these  interments  was  £22,  8s. 

i 

NUISANCES  : ■ ■; 

I'ive  hundred  and  thirty-three  complaints  were  received  during  i 
the  year,  and  of  these  thirty-four  were  found  to  he  unjustified  when  ; 


investigated.  A total  of  six  hundred  and  twenty-eight  nuisances  ; 
were  dealt  with,  in  the  course  of  which  four  hundred  and  sixteen  j 
written  and  two  hundred  and  twenty  verbal  intimations  were  sent  1 


and  one  thousand  and  thirty-five  visits  of  inspection  were  made. 


The  following  table  shows  the  number  and  variety  of 
nui.sances  dealt  with  during  the  year  : — 


Accumulations 33 

Animals  causing  nuisance 5 

Areas,  etc.,  dirty 20 

Atmospheric  Pollution 6 

Chimneys.  Defective 5 

Drains,  choked  and  defective 72 

Flooding  of  areas 13 

Cias  supply,  defective 1 

Houses,  damp 47 

Houses,  dirty 65 

Houses — General  defects 97 

Olfensivc  smells 17 


Premises,  pest  infested  and  verminous.  59 


Rainwater  fittings,  defective 

Roofs,  defective 

Sewers,  choked 

Shaking  of  mats 

Stairs,  defective 

Streams,  polluted 

Wash-houses,  defective  . . . . 
Water  supply,  discoloured  . . 

Water  pipes,  burst 

Water  supply,  inadequate  . . 

W.C.’s,  defective 

W.C'.'s,  dirty  


the 


I 

I 


33 


10 

1 


4 C 
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RATS  AND  MICE  DESTRUCTION  ACT: 

Diiriii"  (he  year  (he  Linderno(ed  premises  were  deal(  wi(h  anil 
(lie  following  number  of  rats  and  mice  were  des(royed  : — 


PREMISES. 


Coups 3 

Dwelling-houses 49 

Factories 2 

Farms 1 

Garages 1 

Hotels 2 


Nurseries 2 

Offices 1 

Restaurants 2 

Schools 1 

Shops 16 

Yards 2 


Total  number  of  premises 82 

Number  of  rats  trapped 29 

Number  of  rats  poisoned 435 

Number  of  rats  gassed 10 

Total  number  of  rats  destroyed 474 

Total  number  of  mice  destroyed 806 

Total  number  of  visits  to  above  premises 1025 


TENTS,  VANS  AND  SHEDS  : 

There  was  one  caravan  situated  within  the  Burgh  during  the 
year.  It  was  occupied  by  a family  of  four  persons  and  was  found, 
on  inspection,  to  be  in  a clean  condition.  Sanitary  accommodation 
and  water  supply  are  available  at  the  site. 

The  town  was  visited  on  six  occasions  by  the  “ Shows  ” and 
three  times  bv  a Circus.  Sanitary  accommodation  was  available  at 
the  sites,  and  the  Cleansing  Department  removed  refuse  and  kitchen 
waste  on  contract. 

dirty  and  verminous  HOUSES: 

One  hundred  and  twenty-four  dwellinghou.scs  were  dealt  with 
I during  the  year,  of  which  sixty-hve  were  dirty  and  llfty-nine 
■verminous.  The  former,  in  the  majority  of  ca.ses,  improved  with 
I regular  inspection,  while  the  latter  were  disinfested  by  fumigation 
land  the  u.se  of  insecticides. 


PUBLIC  BATHS  : 

The  Public  Baths  and  the  Di.slrict  In.stilutes  continue  lo  be 
lefTiciently  administered  under  (he  supervision  of  .Mi  illi.im 
Cumming,  Engineer  Superintendent.  I\egular  insiieition  of  (u.si 
premises  are  carried  out  bv  (lie  Sanitary  Department,  and  (hi  w.itei 
in  the  Swimming  Pond  .sampled. 
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The  I'^ublir  Analvsl  and  Barloriolocfist  rcporlad  as  follows  on 
a sample  laken  in  June  1949  : — 

RESULTS  OF  BACTERIOLOGICAL  EXAMINATION. 


Pre.siimpiive  Colon  Test.  Sporo-  Slrepo;  Agar  Counts  Agar  Counts 

Definitive  Colon  Test.  Genes.  tococci.  37°C  22°C 

At  4?  hours.  At  48  & 96  hours. 

Too  To  T od  50  To  i od  joT  i od  ^)1 

c.c.  c.c.  c.c.  c.c.  c.c.  c.c.  c.c.  c.c.  c.c.  c.c.  c.c.  c.c. 


— 1 000  0 0 
0 0 0 

This  sample  was  reported  to  be  satisfactory. 

ONE  MILLION  PARTS  OF  THIS  WATER  YIELD. 


Free  Ammonia 5.02 

Albuminoid  Ammonia 340 

Carbonate  of  Lime,  etc 64.00 

Chlorine 82.00 

Nitrogen  as  Nitrates 8.32 

Nitrites None. 

Hardness,  in  Clark’s  Degrees 4^° 

Lead  or  other  Poisonous  Metals Copf>er  present. 


This  water  is  nearly  colourless  (3  Hazen  Scale!  and  contains  a moderate  amount  of 
sedimentary  material ; it  has  a slight  opalescent  appearance.  On  incubation  at  blood  heat 
it  had  a chlorinous  odour.  The  pH  value  of  4.0  represents  an  acidic  ionic  concentration 
and  is  low  for  a swimming  bath  water. 

The  yields  of  Free  and  Albuminoid  Ammonias,  particularly  the  former,  are  very  high, 
and  whether  or  not  it  is  derived  from  chloramine  treatment  or  sewage  can  only  be  proved 
by  a bacteriological  examination.  The  oxygen  absorbed  from  N/80  Permanganate  “ four 
hours'  test”  of  0.102  part  per  100,000  represents  a moderate  amount  of  dissolved  and 
readily  oxidisable  organic  matter.  Ch'orides  are  high  and  nitrates  are  present  in  noticeable 
amcunt,  the  significance  of  these  two  results  can  only  be  determined  by  a bacteriological 
examination.  Copper  is  present  to  the  extent  of  2.0  parts  per  million.  There  is  no  free 
chlorine  in  the  sample. 

The  chemical  analysis  is  inconclusive  in  respect  of  the  organic  purity  of  the  water, 
especially  when  there  is  a possibility  of  pollution  from  bathers  or  from  other  source.s. 
The  pH  value  should  be  between  7.0  and  8.0. 

ATMOSPHERIC  POLLUTION  : 

During  the  year  .six  complaints  were  received  regarding  alleged 
excessive  smoke  emission  from  factorv  chimnevs. 

One  case  concerned  the  chimney  of  a laundry,  and  the 

complainers  lodged  a pelition  with  the  d'own  C'ouncil  re(]uesting 
th.'it  .some  action  be  taken  to  mitigate  the  alleged  intolerable 

conditions  existing  in  that  area.  1 he  ilrm  in  t]uestion  had  alreadv 

carried  out  extensive  alterations  and  improvements  to  the  boiler 
plant,  in  addition  to  whieh  most  of  the  maehinery  had  been 
converted  to  run  on  electricity,  as  a result  of  which  there  was  a 
reduced  load  on  llu‘  boiler.  Despite  the.se  improvememts  the 


complaints  still  persisted,  resulting  as  stated  above  in  the  lodging 
of  a petition,  and  ultimately  it  was  decided  to  hold  a conference 
with  the  Management  of  the  lirm  concerned  and  representatives  of 
the  Ministry  of  Fuel  and  Power,  the  outcome  of  which  Conference 
was  that  by  the  grading  of  fuel  and  adjustments  in  the  operation  of 
the  plant,  a very  definite  improvement  in  the  atmospheric  conditions 
resulted  and  continue  to  date. 

The  other  complaints  were  investigated,  and  in  due  course  the 
causes  were  traced  and  ultimately  removed. 

PIGGERIES  : 

At  the  commencement  of  the  year  under  review  there  were  two 
j)iggeries  within  the  Burgh,  but  one  of  these  was  discontinued  early 
in  1949.  Two  visits  of  inspection  were  mtide  to  the  remaining 
piggery,  which  was  found  to  be  in  a satisfactory  condition  and  had 
seventy  pigs  housed  therein, 

SHOPS  ACTS : 

Regular  inspections  were  made  of  shop  premises,  and  any 
unsatisfactorv  conditions  found  to  exist  therein  were  intimated  to 
the  management. 

PLACES  OF  PUBLIC  ENTERTAINMENT: 

Thirty  inspections  were  made  of  the  above  premises,  and  any 
defects  found  were  brought  to  the  notice  of  the  occupiers. 

BURGH  POLICE  (SCOTLAND)  ACT,  1892: 

The  undernoted  action  was  taken  under  the  following  Sections 
of  the  above  Act  : — 

Skction  1 15: 

Forty  notices  were  i.ssued  to  tenants  to  clean.se  in  weekly  rotation 
the  common  W.C.’s,  stairs  tind  passtiges  used  by  them, 

SiiCTiox  1 17: 


four 

and 

re(|u^.:,,...^  .,,^1..  - , 

terms  of  the  above  .Act. 
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Section  164  : 

Thirty-five  notices  were  sent  to  owners  or  factors  intimating  the 
existence  of  defective  rain  water  fittings  at  their  properties. 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASES: 

Uuring  the  year  investigations,  reports,  disinfections,  and 
fumigations  were  Ccirried  out  in  connection  with  the  following 
infectious  diseases  notifications,  viz.  : — 


Observation  Diphtheria 9 

Observation  Poliomyelitis 1 

Scarlet  Fever 105 

Tuberculosis 41 


File  details  of  the  work  performed  by  the  Sanitary  Department 
in  the  prevention  of  spread  of  infectious  diseases  are  shown  in  the 
tabular  statement  appended  to  this  report. 


PUBLIC  CLEANSING. 

STKEET  CLEANSING  : 

As  in  former  years  the  beat  system  of  street  cleansing  was 
practised  during  the  year,  where  a sweeper  with  a double  bin  orderly 
barrow,  brush  and  shovel  is  responsible  for  a certain  length  of  street. 

This  work  has  now  been  considerably  expedited  by  the  use  of 
the  Lewin  Sprinkler  Sw'eeper  Collector,  which  was  put  into  service 
last  year  and  which  is  of  invaluable  assistance  in  maintaining  clean 
streets  in  our  new  housing  areas. 

The  arrangement  still  continues  whereby  the  Sweeper  Collector 
and  a number  of  sw'eepers  report  for  duty  on  Sundav  nK)rning  in 
an  endeavour  to  clean  up  the  litter  and  rubbish  deposited  on  the 
streets  by  careless  and  irresponsible  persons.  That  such  littering 
still  takes  place  is  regrettable,  tind  one  wonders  how  these  people 
can  be  educated  regarding  their  civic  responsibilities. 

'Fhe  gullies  are  regularly  emptied  by  an  .S.l).  Gullv  Emptier, 
and  during  the  year  169  tons  of  material  were  removed  from  these 
gullies. 


I he  Cleansing  Department  had 
SHOW'  removal  was  concerned  tluring 

o 


very  little  diilicully  so  far  as 
the  period  under  review,  but 
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on  occasions  gritting  was  required  uutwith  the  normal  working 
hours. 

REFUSE  COLLECTION : 

The  system  of  refuse  collection  remained  unchanged,  whereby 
the  bins  are  emptied  at  the  kerbside  into  the  freighters,  but  it  is  felt 
that  in  these  days  some  endeavour  should  be  made  to  provide  a 
more  complete  collection  service,  in  which  the  bins  would  be  collected 
from  the  rear  of  the  houses  and,  after  emptying,  be  returned  to  their 
stance.  It  is,  of  course,  obvious  that  such  a system  would  be  much 
more  expensive  to  operate,  but  would  render  unnecessary  the  need 
for  the  householder  to  play  the  part  of  a voluntary  refuse  collector. 
The  daily  yield  of  refuse  was  approximately  32  tons  7 cwts. 

A new  S.D.  Freighter  was  acquired  during  the  year,  and  the 
opportunity  taken  to  discard  an  old  unserviceable  vehicle. 

The  vehicles  belonging  to  the  Department  were  serviced,  over- 
hauled and  repaired  in  the  repair  depot,  while  a commencement  was 
made  with  a scheme,  whereby  all  Corporation  vehicles  are  now- 
dealt  with  at  the  Cleansing  Department  Repair  Depot. 

REFUSE  DISPOSAL : 

The  method  of  disposal  continues  to  be  by  means  of  controlled 
tipping,  and  during  the  period  under  review  six  coups  were  being- 
used. 

.A  survey  of  the  landward  area  of  the  Burgh  and  surrounding 
County  district  was  made  in  an  effort  to  obtain  new  tipping  ground, 
but  at  the  end  of  the  year  no  new  coups  had  been  acquired. 

The  amount  of  refuse  disposed  of  and  the  quantity  of  boiler 
ashes  and  soil  used  for  top  dressing  on  the  six  coups  for  the  year 
cnding  15th  May  1949  are  shown  in  the  appended  table  : — 


House  Shop  Other  Sweep-  Boiler 

Coups.  Kefuse.  Refuse.  Refuse,  inijs.  Manure.  Gullies.  Ashes.  Soil.  Total. 

Tons.  Tons.  Tons.  Tons.  Tons.  Tons  Tons.  Tons.  Tons 

Halbeath 965  — 59  90  — — 125  692  L.93I 

Muircockhall 814  87  82  335  212  14  388  1.122  3,054 

Pitiencrieff 1,161  — 12  155  — 3 264  4,050  5,645 

Rosyth 2.384  60  225  283  6 43  208  674  3,883 

Swallowdrutn 585  113  86  3 220  110  131  819  2,067 

Milesmark 5,915  1 237  310  10  — «)8  --  7,081 

Lilliehill — — 31  — — — 12  — 1:'' 


Total  tonnage  ..  11,824  261  732  1 176  448  170  1.736  7.357  23,TO4 


The  tonnage  was  calcidated  on  test  weighings,  and  olher  lefu.se 
comprises  rubbish  not  definable  as  house  refuse. 
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COSTS : 

A summary  of  the  costs  of  services  unclertalvcn  by  the  Cleansinj^ 
Department  is  shown  hereunder,  viz,  : — 
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Nett  yield  of  Id.  rate  (1948-49)  was  £1,452,  and  cleansing  costs,  therefore,  represent  approximately  a Is.  3jd.  rate. 
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I'roin  the  above  costs  and  the  tonnage  shown  under  Disposal 
the  following  stcitistics  were  obtained,  viz.  : — 


Total  quantity  of  house  and  trade  refuse 12,817  tons. 

Weight  per  head  of  population 5.68  cwts. 

Daily  yield  per  1,000  population 15.56  cwts. 

Yearly  yield  per  1,000  population 283.97  tons. 

Yearly  yield  per  occupied  house 20.85  cwts. 

Cost  per  person  per  year 13s.  4.96d. 

Cost  per  person  per  day .44d. 

Nett  cost  of  collection  of  1 ton  of  house  and  trade  refuse  ..  ..  19s.  3.46d. 

Nett  cost  of  disposal  of  1 ton  of  house  and  trade  refuse  ....  5s.  10.41d. 


Total  cost  of  collection  and  disposal  per  ton 25s.  1.87d. 


The  hours  of  labour  and  cost  for  wages  for  the  various  duties 
undertaken  by  the  Cleansing  Department  during  the  year  ending 
15th  May  1949,  are  shown  in  the  following  table  in  which  figures 
for  the  previous  year  are  included  for  comparison  : — 

15th  May  1949.  15th  May  1948. 


Class  of  Work. 

Hours. 

Wages. 

Hours. 

Wages. 

Refuse  Collection 

28,286i 

£3,209 

9 

1 

24,895 

£2,742 

8 

II 

Refuse  Disposal 

21,133i 

2,349 

13 

1 

3 1 .2534 

3,425 

8 

10 

Street  Sweepings 

66,139^ 

7,645 

1 

4 

67,7971 

7,701 

10 

3 

Salvage 

30,019 

3,377 

4 

0 

19,6771 

2,143 

9 

1 

Cleansing  and  Maintenance 
Freighters  and  Depots  . . . 

of 

3,662 

479 

3 

9 

7,1601 

921 

16 

II 

Public  Conveniences 

26,017 

2,785 

14 

1 

26,930 

2,708 

4 

8 

Vehicles  Disinfected  (Diseases 
Animals  Act) 

of 

560 

61 

2 

0 

456 

48 

4 

0 

Removal  Slaughterhouse  Offal 
Manure 

and 

683 

81 

9 

9 

500 

55 

19 

9 

Other  Departments 

474 

5 

16 

9 

— 

0 

0 

0 

Trade  Refuse  (Collection  and 
posal 

Dis- 

1,2664 

146 

11 

4 

704 

79 

13 

9 

Gritting 

1784 

33 

6 

5 

67 

19 

17 

4 

Snow 

— 

0 

0 

0 

1584 

17 

16 

4 

*Other  Payments 

— 

1,751 

19 

2 

— 

1,019 

0 

8 

177,9921 

£21,926 

10 

9 

179,5991 

£20,883 

10 

6 

* Other  Payments  include  Holiday  Pay,  Annual  Holidays.  Administration.  Sick  Pay.  etc. 


SALVAGE : 

During  the  year  the  Department  continued  its  efforts  towtirds 
maintaining  and,  if  possible,  increasing  the  collecting  of  sahaged 
materials,  as  a result  of  which  1,919^  tons  of  material  were  collected 
and  when  sold  realised  £5,550,  being  an  increase  over  the  last  three 
years. 

The  system  of  collection  and  disposal  continued  as  in  former 
years  and,  despite  the  adverse  market  conditions  generally 
pre\ailing,  in  the  wa.ste  paper  trade  during  the  latter  half  of  the 
yetir  the  Cleansing  Department  were  able  to  dispose  of  all  the  wa.ste 
pajier  collected,  and  did  not  require  to  curtail  the  collection  facilities. 
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The  kitchen  waste  collection  service  was  continued,  and  over  1,202 
tons  of  pig  food  were  obtained. 

The  following  table  shows  the  materials  collected  during  the 
year,  viz.  : — 

SUMMARY  OF  SALVAGE  COLLECTED  IN  THE  BURGH  AND  RECEIPTS 
RECEIVED  DURING  THE  YEAR  1949. 


Material. 

T. 

C.  Q. 

£ 

s. 

d. 

Bones 

11  2 

2 

0 

3 

Bottles  (385j  dozen)  . . 

13  1 

23 

1 1 

1 

Destructor  Scrap  . . 

98 

2 2 

211 

16 

10 

Glass 

5 2 

71 

18 

5 

Kitchen  Waste 

. . 1 ,202 

15  2 

2,265 

3 

2 

Manure 

65 

11  3 

72 

3 

3 

Metals — -Ferrous — Black  Scrap 

26 

9 2 

37 

4 

10 

Metals — Non-Ferrous  . . 

0 

11  3 

15 

11 

3 

Miscellaneous 

0 

0 0 

6 

0 

0 

Paper 

523 

11  2 

2,752 

6 

3 

Textiles 

12 

2 0 

92 

3 

9 

Total  Weight 

1,979  tons 

14  cwts. 

3 urs. 

Gross  Receipts  . . . . 

19 

1 

Nett  Receipts  . . . . 

13 

11 

Yield  per  1,000  population 

per 

annum  , 

123 

6 

Yield  per  1,000  population 

per 

month  . 

10 

5 

Yield  per  person  per  ; 

annum 

0 

2 

5i 

SUMMARY  OF  SALVAGE 

COLLECTED  IN 

THE  BURGH  AND  RECEIPTS 

RECEIVED  FROM  INCEPTION 

OF 

SALVAGE  SCHEME 

NOVEMBER  1939 

TO  31st  DECEMBER 

1949. 

Material. 

T. 

C.  Q.  Lbs. 

£ 

s. 

d. 

Batteries 

80 

5 0 0 

42 

9 

0 

Bones 

123 

1 1 14 

372 

5 

IH 

Bottles  (24, 702i  dozen)  ., 

81 

19  2 23 

742 

11 

8 

Destructor  Scrap 

1,405 

4 2 0 

2,917 

6 

H 

Footwear 

6 

1 2 0 

40 

9 

6 

Glass 

844 

8 1 0 

804 

16 

Kitchen  Waste 

5,189 

2 0 0 

8,311 

9 

0 

Manure 

1,190 

9 3 0 

588 

3 

Miscellaneous 

131 

112  0 

182 

17 

9 

Metals — Ferrous — Black 

Scrap 

636 

3 1 0 

1 ,305 

18 

9i 

Metals — Non-Ferrous  . . 

36 

19  3 13 

734 

3 

Paper 

4,424 

7 0 0 

27,103 

14 

Hi 

Rubber 

46 

19  2 0 

92 

13 

1 

Straw 

47 

8 3 0 

162 

9 

7 

Textiles 

196 

14  1 0 

1,784 

17 

5i 

Total  Weight 

14,440  tons 

16  cwts.  22  lbs. 

£45,186 

6 

7i 

20,358 

13 

0 

10 

OJ 

Yield  per  1,000  population ‘ ^ 

Yield  per  1,000  population  per  month ° ^ 

COUNTY  SALVAGE : 

In  the  year  under  review  58  tons  i(ii  cwls.  of  Waste  Paper  .ind 
1 ton  I cwt.  of  Glass  were  salvaged  in  the  Cotinty  Are.i,  .md 
deducting  cost  of  transporUition,  .sorting  anti  disposal,  the  sum  o 
;C-i4,  14s.  id.  was  paid  to  the  County  .\uthorilies. 
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MILITARY  SALVAGE  ; 


The  scheme  whereby  malerials  sahaged  l)y  the  Military  and 
other  Service  Units  are  dealt  with  at  the  Cleansing  Depot,  Market 
Street,  continued  throughout  the  year,  and  the  undernoted  materials 
were  collected,  viz.  : — 


Material. 


T.  C.  Q.  £ s.  d. 


Destructor  Scrap 7162  7166 

Glass 120  060 

Light  Iron 75  1 5811 

Paper 9 14  3 37  15  6 

Total  Tonnage 25  18  2 


Receipts  received  by  the  Army  Authorities  after  deducting  cost  of  sorting  and  disposal 
amounted  to  £51,  6s.  lid. 


PUBLIC  CONVENIENCES  : 

The  Town  Council  continued  consideration  of  the  position 
relative  to  Public  Conveniences  as  mentioned  in  last  year's  report, 
and  tts  a result  of  such  deliberations  a policy  has  now  been  adopted, 
designed  to  cater  for  those  parts  of  the  Burgh  at  present  either 
without  or  with  inadequate  facilities. 


In  furtherance  of  this  policy,  plans  and  specifications  were 
prepared  for  three  public  conveniences,  and  at  the  end  of  the  year 
permission  was  granted  by  the  Department  of  lleallh  to  proceed 
with  the  erection  of  a Ladies’  and  Gent.’s  Convenience  at  the  .Vppin 
Crescent  entrance  to  the  Public  Park. 


The  scheme,  initiated  post  war,  whereby  those  exisiing 
conveniences  in  such  a structural  condition  as  to  warrant  same  arc 
being  reconditioned  and  lilted  with  electric  light,  was  completed 
during  the  year,  as  a result  of  which  these  structures  are  now 
definitely  more  in  ciccord  with  modern  hygienic  standards. 

The  income  from  these  premises  amounted  to  £\,b2-j,  qTs.  qd. 
and  the  cost  of  supervision  was  £2,S2b,  qs.  iid.,  while  repairs  and 
supplies  cost  iiyo2,  iqs. 


HOUSING. 

The  following  reports  show  the  work  performeil  uiuler  the 
various  1 lousing  Acts:  — 

HOUSING  (INSPECTION  OF  DISTRICl ) REGULATIONS!  SCOTLANDj  1928. 

1.  Number  of  dwelling-houses  inspeelcd  : — 


(a)  During  (he  year 187 

(b)  Sinee  Isl  January  1931  (Ineluding  (a)) 10,395 


Nole.-^In  addition  325  houses  were  rc-inspcctcd  during  the  year. 
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4. 

5. 

6. 

7. 

8. 
9 

10. 

11. 

12. 

13. 

14. 

15. 

16. 


P. 

18. 

19. 

20. 
1. 


Number  of  dwelling-houses  which  on  inspection  were  considered  to  he  in  anv 
respect  unlit  for  human  habitation:  — 

(a)  During  the  year 2o 

(b)  Since  1st  January  1931  (including  (a)) ’ ]j7i 

BURGH  POLICE  (SCO TL./>iND)  ACT,  1892. 

Number  of  houses  in  respect  of  which  notice  was  given  during  the  year  under 
Section  246  requiring  provision  of  a sufficient  water  closet Nil 

Number  of  houses  where  requirements  were  complied  with  by  owners  during 
the  year iqH 

Number  of  houses  where  works  carried  out  by  Town  Council  during  the  year 
after  failure  of  owners  to  do  so ^j| 

Number  of  houses  for  which  water  closets  were  provided  during  the  year  at 
instance  of  Town  Council  without  notice  under  Section  246  Nil. 

Number  of  houses  in  respect  of  which  Notices  were  given  during  the  year  under 
terms  of  Water  (Scotland)  Act,  1946,  requiring  provision  of  inside  water  supply 
and  sink Nil 

Number  of  houses  in  which  requirements  were  complied  with  by  owners  during 
the  year Nil. 

Number  of  houses  in  which  works  carried  out  by  Town  Council  during  the  year 
after  failure  of  owners  to  do  so Nil. 

Number  of  houses  in  which  inside  water  supply  and  sink  were  provided  during 
the  year  at  instance  of  Town  Council  without  formal  notice  under  Water 
(Scotland)  Act,  1946  Nil. 

HOUSING  (SCOTLAND)  ACT,  1930. 

Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  notices  were  served  during  the 
year  under  Section  14  (1) Nil. 

Number  of  dwelling-houses  rendered  fit  for  human  habitation  during  the  year 
following  on  notices  under  Section  14  (1) Nil. 

Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  work  has  been  done  during 
the  year  by  Town  Council  under  Section  15  (1) Nil. 

Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  in  terms  of  Section  17  a 
Demolition  Order  or  Closing  Order  under  Section  16  (3)  has  been  substituted 
during  the  year  for  a notice  under  Section  14  (1) Nil. 

Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  notices  were  served  during  the 
year  in  terms  of  Section  16  (1) 30 

Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  following  on  notice  under 
Section  16  (I):  — 

(a)  Undertaking  has  been  given  during  the  year  that  house  will  not 

be  used  for  human  habitation  until  it  has  been  rendered  so  fit  ••  Nil. 

(b)  Undertaking  has  been  given  during  the  year  that  the  house  will  be 

rendered  fit Nil- 

(c)  Demolition  Orders  have  been  made  during  the  year  under  Section 

16  (3) 26 

(d)  Closing  Orders  have  been  made  under  Section  16  (3)  and  (4)  . . . . 4 

Number  of  dwelling-houses  rendered  fit  during  the  year  following  on  under- 
takings under  Section  16  (2) Nil. 

Number  of  dwelling-houses  rendered  lit  for  human  Ijabitation  during  the  year 
at  instance  of  Town  Council  without  formal  notice  under  Housing  (Scotland) 

.'kct,  1930  Nil. 

Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  have  in  terms 
of  Section  16  (3)  been  determined  by  Town  Council  during  the  year  following 

upon  houses  having  been  rendered  fit  for  human  habitation Nil. 

Number  of  houses  in  respect  of  which  advances  have  been  made  during  the 
year  in  terms  of  Action  34  towards  cost  of  repairs  and  amount  so  advanced  . . Nil. 

The  general  character  of  defects  found  was:  — 

(a)  Insufficient  sanitary  accommodation  and  water  supply. 

(b)  Dampness,  lack  of  damp-proof  course,  age  of  structure,  lack  of  or 

insufficient  sub-floor  ventilation.  i i i. 

(c)  No  through  ventilation,  lack  of  open  spaces  around  buildings  and  lack 
of  paving  and  drainage  of  areas. 

(d)  Defective  roofing,  grates,  chimneys,  plasterwork.  fiooring,  windows  and 
walls. 
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(e)  Inadequate  natural  lighting. 

(f)  Lack  of  or  in.sunicient  washing  facilities  and  press  accommodation. 

(g)  Defective  and  insanitary  drainage. 

2.  Under  the  Public  Health  (Scotland)  Act,  1897,  246  intimations  were  issued  drawing 

attention  to  defects  existing  in  dwelling-houses,  37  of  these  referred  to  dampness,  52 

to  defective  and  leaking  roofs.  4 to  defective  chimneys,  4 to  defective  stairs  and 

149  to  minor  defects. 

As  mentioned  in  previous  reports  there  is  no  doubt  that  this  part  of  the  work  of 
a Sanitary  Department  is  of  great  importance,  and  although  it  may  be  less  interesting 
than  certain  other  matters  coming  within  our  purview,  it  is  nevertheless  a very  vital  task, 
having  regard  to  the  present  comparatively  large  amount  of  sub-standard  housing 
accommodation  and  the  shortage  of  new  houses  within  the  Burgh,  with  the  consequent 
detrimental  effect  upon  the  environmental  and  health  conditions  of  a not  inconsiderable 
number  of  our  population. 

HOUSING  (SCOTLAND)  ACT,  1935: 

During  the  year  fifty-four  traditional  houses  were  completed  at 
the  Headwell  Scheme.  Twenty  B.l.S.I'.  and  ten  Whitson-l'airhur.st 
houses  were  completed  at  the  Burnside  Scheme,  Rosvth  ; eleven 
aluminium  houses  were  built  at  the  Park  Road  West  Scheme. 
Rosylh  ; fifty-eight  traditional  houses  and  twentv-six  Whit.son- 
h'airhurst  were  built  at  the  St.  Leonard’s  Scheme.  In  addition  to 
the  above  the  Scottish  .Special  Housing  Association  Limited  erected 
forty-four  Weir  Houses  and  built  twenty-six  Whitson-Fairhur.st 
houses  at  the  Woodmill  Scheme  for  the  use  of  miners,  fiftv  per  cent, 
of  whom  are  being  transferred  into  this  Burgh.  Fifteen  houses  were 
built  during  the  year  by  private  enterprise. 

Work  continues  on  the  various  housing  schemes  within  ihe 
Burgh,  while  .steps  are  being  taken  by  the  Town  Council  to  acquire 
other  suitable  sites  within  the  Burgh. 

It  was  found  neces.sary  to  .serve  six  notices  under  Section  loq 
of  the  Housing  (.Scotland)  Act,  1925,  as  amended  bv  Section  7 
(.Sub-.Section  3)  of  the  Housing  (.Scotland)  Act,  1935,  to  occuiiiers 
of  hou.ses  who  refu.sed  admi.ssion  to  an  Inspector,  and  the.se  notices 
had  the  desired  effect,  admission  being  sub.scquentlv  granted. 

One  thou.sand  seven  hundred  and  tidrteen  housing  applicants 
were  interviewed  during  the  year. 

Three  Ortificates  in  terms  of  the  Rent  and  Mortgage  Interest 
(Restrictions)  Acts,  1920  to  1923,  were  i.ssued  during  the  vear. 

d here  were  three  hundred  and  thirty-three  inspections  made  to 
Corporation  hou.ses  to  ascertain  the  conditions  obtaining  therein, 
including  tin*  number  of  occupants.  One  written  notice  had  to  be 
serv(“d  and  Iwenly-four  verbal  warnings  given  to  tenants  re.garding 
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the  unsalisfartory  slate  of  their  house  or  surrounding  area. 
Kt'inspeetions  were  suhse(|uenl  ly  made  to  ensure  that  these*^  not  ires 

\egular  inspections 


tintl  warnings  received  the  necessary  attention.  1 


were  also  carried  out  at  the  I lo.stel  Block.  Townhill,  where  conditions 
were  found  to  he  satisfactory. 


One  hundred  and  sixty  families  living  overcrowded  (including 
twelve  families  in  unfit  houses)  were  rehoused  in  Corporation 
permanent  houses.  Nineteen  families  living  in  unfit  houses  were 
rehoused,  thirteen  into  C'orporation  permanent  houses,  three  into 
C orporation-owned  old  property,  two  into  reconditioned  huts, 
axwing  Camp,  and  one  into  a Corporation  temporary  house. 

Twenty-two  families  living  in  lodgings  were  rehoused  into 
C'orporation  permanent  houses.  Thirty-.seven  families  living  in 
lodgings  were  rehoused  into  C'orporation  temporary  houses,  and 
sixteen  families  living  in  lodgings  were  rehoused  in  Corporation- 
owned  old  property. 

Eighteen  families  with  a tuberculosis  member,  but  not  living 
overcrowded,  were  rehoused  in  C'orporation  permanent  houses, 
making  a total  of  thirty-five  such  families  rehou.sed  during  the  year. 

Eight  overcrowded  families,  included  in  the  above  list,  had  a 
tuberculous  member,  while  five  families  living  in  lodgings  with  a 
tuberculous  member  were  rehoused  into  C'orporation  permanent 
houses,  four  families  living  in  lodgings  were  rehoused  into 
C’orporation  temporary  houses. 

Eighty-five  families  were  rehoused  in  C'orporation  hoti.ses 
provided  for  the  mining  indtistry,  of  which  seventeen  families  were 
living  in  overcrowded  houses,  fourteen  families  were  living  in 
kidgings,  two  families  were  living  in  unfit  houses,  one  family  with 
tuberculous  member,  and  .seven  other  families,  d'he  remaining 
forty-four  families  rehou.sed  were  transferred  from  areas  outwith  the 
Htirgh. 

The  need  for  more  new  hoti.ses  is  still  evident  as  will  be  shown 
from  the  fact  that  there  were  two  thotisand  nine  htindr<*d  and  fifty- 
nine  applicants  for  housing  accommodat ion  at  the  end  of  the  v(‘ar. 

Tenants  known  to  be  living  overcrowded 

Tenants  living  in  unfit  houses 

Families  living  as  sub-tenants 

Applicants  working  in  the  Burgh  with  families  living  outwith  the 
Burgh  . . . , , , . , . , , , . , . , . , . , . , • • • r - ■ • : • • • • 


ltd 
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HOUSING  (REPORTS  ON  OVERCROWDING) 
REGULATIONS  (SCOTLAND),  1937. 


A.  No.  of  cases  of  overcrowding  relieved 
as  a result  of  action  taken  by  Local 
Authority  and  number  of  persons 
concerned  from  date  of  survey  to 
end  of  1949. 


Mouses.  Persons. 


I. ‘'23  948,‘i 


B.  (a)  No.  of  houses  of  each  size  f/.e.,  one 

apartment,  two  apartments,  etc.,) 
in  which  overcrowding  has  been 
relieved  during  the  same  period  a.s 
a result  of  action  taken  by  the 
Local  Authority,  distinguishing 
between  (1)  privately-owned  houses 
and  (2)  Local  Authority  houses. 

(b)  Total  number  of  overcrowded 
families  included  in  (1)  and  (2) 
who  have  been  re-housed  in 
privately-owned  houses. 

C.  No.  of  known  cases  in  which  dwelling- 

houses  in  respect  of  which  the 
Local  Authority  have  relieved  over- 
crowding have  again  become  over- 
crowded. 


Private. 

Apts. 


1  .309 

2  684 

3  I4.S 

4  66 


1204 


I.*!! 


39 


LA. 

3 

88 

21.*; 

26 

332 


1 


1 


D Are  steps  taken  to  secure  that  the  re- 
housing of  families  living  under 
the  worst  conditions  are  provided 
for  first  as  regards  overcrowding  or 
otherwise  living  under  unsatis- 
factory conditions? 

If  so,  give  details  of  system  under  which 
families  are  selected  for  occupation 
of  new  or  vacated  Local  Authority 
houses. 


n.  Any  observations  with  regard  to  the 
general  position  of  overcrowding 
in  the  district. 


Yes — by  means  of  a “ Points  ” Scheme. 


1 Nos.  in  family  and  size  of  house. 

2 Sex  separation. 

3 T.B.  and  other  illness. 

4.  Structural  conditions  of  house. 

5.  Priority  given  to  disabled  Ex-Service- 

men. 

At  the  end  of  the  year,  there  were  571 
houses  known  to  be  overcrowded 
by  the  occupier  and  his  family. 


The  following-  table.s  show  the  known  ca.ses  of  overcrowding 
existing-  at  31st  December  1949  : — 


Ward. 

1 Apt. 

2 Apts. 

3 Apts. 

4 Apts. 

5 Apts. 

Totals. 

1 

. . . . 27 

86 

17 

— 

132 

2 

..  ..  22 

46 

12 

— 

— 

80 

3 

. . . . 26 

107 

33 

— 

— 

166 

4 

..  ..  36 

3.-1 

5 

— 

— 

76 

5 

. . . . 11 

30 

3 

1 

— 

4.*; 

6 

..  ..  \5 

30 

11 

— 

1 

57 

7 

. . . . 

7 

2 

11 

1 

21 

Totals 137  341  83  14  2 577 


Totals 137  341  83  14  2 577 


1 Apt.  2 Apts.  3 Apts.  4 Apts.  5 Apts.  Totals. 
Dunfermline  ..  ..  Ill  247  33  2 1 394 

Rosyth  — 6 4 9 I 20 

Townhill 6 41  1 — — 48 

Kingseat I 10  2 — — 13 

Corporation  ....  19  37  43  3 — 102 

137  341  83  14  2 577 
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'I'he  followinq-  inhio  "ivos  ihe 
isinc'c  ihc  roniing-  inlo  force  of  the 
icreclecl  l)v  the  'I'own  C'ouncil  and 
iconversion  showing  the  number  of 
i bat  broom  : — 


numh(‘r  of  completed  house's 
Ilousinn-  (Scotland)  Act,  iQip, 
by  priw'Ue  enter|)risc  and  by 
rooms  exclusive  of  scullery  and 


1919-45  .. 

1946  ..  .. 

1947  ..  .. 

1948  ..  .. 

1949  ..  .. 

1 Apt. 
. . . . 6 

2 Apts. 

202 

1 

1 

Apts. 

1.775 

50 

138 

1 

19 

4 Apts. 

1,614 

17 

65 

184 

227 

5 Apts, 
and  over. 
383 
4 
3 

17 

20 

Total 

3,980 

71 

207 

203 

266 

6 

204 

1,983 

2,107 

427 

4,727 

The  Town  ('ouncil  are  the  owners  of  2,667  <>f  llic'  bouses  shown 
on  the  foresjoing  table,  and  of  these  200  are  3-apartment  temporarv 
houses. 


At  the  end  of  the  year  there  were  thirty-six  houses  and  ihirty- 
Ifive  reconditioned  huts  at  Waxwing-  C'amp  beino-  used  for  emerp-ency 
housing  purposes. 


IHOUSES  CLOSED  SINCE  YEAR  1926: 


During  the 

year  under  review  thirtv 

hou.ses 

were  clo.sed  either 

by  arrangement 

with  the 

owner 

or  under  the  terms  of  the 

Mousing 

(.Scotland)  Act, 

1930,  and 

the  position  as 

at  31st 

December  1949  is 

recorded  in  this  table  : — 

1 Apt. 

2 Apts. 

3 Apts. 

4 Apts. 

5 Apts, 
and  over. 

Totals. 

1926-36  . . . . 

..  151 

345 

61 

22 

1 

580 

1937  

..28 

24 

6 

3 

6 

67 

1938  

..  18 

30 

8 

6 

3 

65 

1939  

..  16 

34 

3 

— 

1 

54 

1940  

1941  

1942  

1943  

1944  

7 

9 

1 

— 

— 

12 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1- 



1 







1 

1945  

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1946  

..  3 

3 

— 

2 

— 

8 

1947  

1 

2 

— 

— 

— 

3 

1948  

s 

16 

5 

— 

— 

26 

1949  

, . . 6 

15 

8 

1 

— 

30 

230 

48.1 

92 

34  1 

1 848 

The  undernoted  table  shows  the  size  and  situation  of  the  Unown 
•infit  hou.ses  at  31st  December  1949  : — 


Dunfermline  . . . . 

Townhill 

Kingseat 

Pattiesmuir  . . . . 

1 Apt. 

..  ..102 
..  ..  32 

2 Apts. 

162 

42 

25 

2 

3 Apts 

40 

2 

4 Apts. 
1 

Totals. 

305 

76 

25 

2 

134 

231 

42 

1 

408 

F 
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MILK  : 


FOOD  SUPPLY. 


Number  of  dairies  on  register 

Number  of  retail  purveyors  of  milk 

Number  of  produeers  and  wholesale  dealers  who  do  not  sell  milk  by  retail. 

Approximate  number  of  cows  in  registered  premises 

Number  of  dairies  exempted  from  registration 

Approximate  average  number  of  cows  in  premises  exempted  from 

registration 

Number  of  inspections 


14 

26 

6 

433 

Nil. 

Nil. 

34 


At  one  dairy  the  milk  house  and  scullery  were  reconditioned 
and  a boiler  house  provided.  Regular  inspections  of  all  dairies, 
including  the  actual  byres,  milk-hou.ses  and  sculleries  were  made, 
and  inlimalions  had  at  times  to  be  made  regarding  unsatisfactory 
conditions,  such  as:  — 

(1)  Dirty  condition  of  the  cows  and  byres. 

(2)  Cleansing  and  lime-washing  of  byres  and  milk  store. 

(3)  Methods  of  cleansing  and  storing  utensils. 

(4)  The  use  of  uncovered  milk  pails. 

(5)  Unsatisfactory  condition  of  dungsteads. 

(6)  The  practice  of  milkers  not  wearing  overal's. 

(7)  The  milkers  omitting  to  use  a strip  cup. 

(8)  Defective  plaster  work  in  milk  store. 

The  summer  of  1949  was  exceptionally  warm  and  dry,  which 
brought  in  its  train  many  complaints  of  .sour  milk  and  of  milk  of 
poor  k'eeping  quality.  These  complaints  gave  the  Sanitary  Depart- 
ment a great  deal  of  work,  comprising  visits  of  inspection  to  dairies 
to  check  up  on  methods  of  production,  cleaning  and  sterilization  of 
utensils,  the  manner  in  which  the  cows  were  kept,  and  also  the  way 
in  which  the  personnel  were  dres.sed  and  how  they  performed  their 
duties.  As  a result  of  these  visits  it  was  idtimately  possible  to 
improve  matters. 

The  local  Co-operative  Creamery,  in  which  the  H.T.S.T. 
Pasteurising  Plant  in  operation  therein  was  regularly  inspected, 
was  visited  on  fourteen  occasions. 


MILK  AND  DAIRIES  (SCOTLAND)  ORDER,  1934: 

An  endeavour  was  made  to  enforce  the  reejuirements  of  the 
above  Order. 

MILK  (SPECIAL  DESIGN ATIONS)  ORDERS  (SCOTLAND), 
1936=44  : 

Ckutifikd  Milk  : 

During  the  year  twelve  .samples  were  taken  to  ascertain  the 
(|ualily  of  the  milk,  and  of  these  eight  were  reporteil  to  bi'  non- 
genuine,  Sub.se(|uent  .sampling  showed  an  improvement. 
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A table  slinwin.y-  the  detailed  results  of  these  samples  is  included 
hi  die  taindar  slatemeni  a|ipc*mled  to  this  report. 

Tt'BKRCtu.tx  Tk.stko  Mii.k  : 

In  the  course  of  the  year  eighty-one  samples  were  taken,  of 
ivliich  twenty-one  were  found  di.sconform  to  the  Order.  ,\  table 
fcliowing  the  detailed  restdts  of  these  samples  is  included  in  the 
tabtdar  statement  appended  to  this  report. 

i-iTAND.ARD  MlLK  : 

Twenty-three  samples  were  taken,  of  which  fotir  were  found  to 
•ie  di.sconform  with  the  re(|iurements  of  the  Order. 

A table  showing  the  detailed  results  of  these  .samples  is  included 
rn  the  tabular  statement  appended  to  this  report. 

■^ASTEfRISED  MlLK  : 

During  the  year  sixty-one  .samples  were  taken,  including 
fourteen  taken  from  milk  supplied  to  school  children  and  stdimitted 
■or  examination,  and  restdts  showed  that  nine  .samples  were  di.s- 
ronform  to  the  retjuirements  of  the  Order.  .A  table  showing  the 
Retailed  results  of  the  analysis  is  appended  to  this  report. 

n.H.S.  CiRCUL.XR  17/1947: 

Thirty  .samples  of  non-designated  milk  were  taken  and  submitted 
to  the  Bacteriologist  in  accordance  with  the  rec|uirements  of  the 
libf)ve  ('ircular,  and  one  .sample  was  reported  to  be  non-genuine. 

TUBLIC  health  (CONDENSED  MILK)  REGULATIONS, 
1931  : 

No  contravention  of  the.se  l\egulations  was  obser\-ed  during 
he  year. 

UNSOUND  FOOD: 

The  C|uantity  and  type  of  unsound  food  dealt  with  under  .Section 
T3  of  the  I’ublic  Ilealth  (.Scotland)  Act,  i8c;7,  is  shown  in  the  tabular 
statement.  During  the  vear  two  tons  fotirteen  cwts.  three  prs. 
Dvelve  lbs.  and  six  and  one  {piarter  ozs.  were  condemned. 

^laughter  house  : 

1 he  .Slaughter  House,  which  is  a very  old  building,  is 
♦supervised  by  the  .Superintendent,  .\lr  1^,  P.  Kti.s.sell,  to  whom  and 
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Iiis  slnff  omK  rredil  is  chu'  for  llu*  very  nnd  ('fl'n’ienl  manny; 

in  \vhi('h  llu-  various  operations  necessary  to  (lie  successful  conduc 
of  an  Alraltoir  are  performed  under  very  diilictdi  and  unfaxourahh 
conditions. 


ddie  number  and  type  of  animals  cfuidemned  during  the  yea 
are  shown  below,  viz.  : — 


Class  of 

Wholly 

Con- 

Partly 

Con- 

Meat. 

Condemnations. 
Offals.  Livers. 

Pludcs. 

Animals. 

Slaughtered 

demned. 

demned. 

Lbs. 

Lbs.  No. 

No. 

Cattle  . . 

. 3,463 

84 

15 

46,591 

46.827  1,755 

— 

Sheep  . . 

. 1 9,096 

21 

5 

1.044 

(Part  810) 
2,794  1.310 

88 

Pigs  . . . . 

513 

4 

3 

823 

132  Nil. 

17 

C'alves  . . 

1 ,227 

10 

1 

634 

154  Nil. 

13 

Ten 

visits  of 

inspection 

were 

made 

to  the  Slaughter 

House 

and  on  two  occasions  1 was  accompanied  bv  Dr  Keddie,  Inspector 
Department  of  Health  for  Scotland. 

At  the  end  of  the  year  consultations  were  still  takdng  plac< 
among  all  the  interested  parties  in  an  endeavour  to  obtain  som< 
mutually  satisfactory  method  of  improving  the  existing  structure 
but  to  date  no  final  solution  has  been  found. 

While  the  methods  in  operation  for  the  transportation  of  mea 
from  the  Abattoir  to  the  various  shops  were  somewhat  improved 
there  can  be  no  doubt  that  the  ultimate  solution  to  this  problem  i 
the  provision  of  specially  designed  vehicles,  which  should  be  u.se( 
exclusively  for  this  purpose. 

I 

PUBLIC  HEALTH  (PRESERVATIVES,  ETC.  IN  FOODl 
REGULATIONS,  1925=27; 

Five  informal  samples  of  mince,  six  informal  samples  o 
sausages,  3 informal  samples  of  .sauage  meat,  and  one  informa 
sample  of  whale  meat  sausage  were  taken  under  these  Regulations 
all  of  which  were  found  to  be  genuine. 

The  amounts  of  sulphur  dioxide  were  found  as  follows  : — 


Whale. 

Sulphur  Dioxide  Sausage  Sausage 

parts  per  million.  Mince.  Sausages.  Meat.  Meat. 

Absent 2 — I — 

Up  to  99  parts 2 2 2 I 

100  to  199  Parts — 4 — — 

200  to  299  Parts 1 — — — 

300  to  399  Parts — — — — 

400  to  450  Parts — — — — 


5 


6 


3 
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n>HEMISES  IN  WHICH  FOODSTUFFS  ARE  1‘REI’AREI) 
AND  EXPOSED  FOR  SALE  : 

I Sixty  visits  were  paid  to  premises  in  which  food  is  prepared  fur 
Bale,  and  intimations  were  sent  to  the  occupiers  regardinn-  certain 
unsatisfactory  conditions  obtaining  tlierein. 

As  in  former  years,  the  opportunity  was  taken  during  tliese 
mspections  to  focus  attention  on  the  need  for  cleanliness  and 
'ivgienic  methods  in  this  type  of  work,  and  to  advise  the  personnel 
now  this  cOuld  best  be  achieved. 

This  aspect  of  the  food  problem  was  cdso  brought  home  to  the 
general  public  by  displays  at  the  “ Dunfermline  Week  ” Exhibition 
ind  by  addressing  the  members  of  ^•arious  local  organisations. 

Sixty-six  inspections  were  made  of  all  the  licensed  premises  in 
slie  Burgh  wlien  nine  \'erbal  intimations  and  one  written  notice  were 
kssued  regarding  certain  unsatisfactory  conditions,  while  the  oppor- 
iinitv  was  taken  to  draw  attention  to  the  need  on  hygienic  grounds 
or  ensuring  that  all  glass-w'are  and  other  utensils  are  properly 
•leaned  and  sterilised  before  re-use. 

^.ABELLING  OF  FOOD  ORDERS  : 

No  contravention  of  these  Orders  was  observed. 

HERCHANDISE  marks  act,  1926: 

There  was  no  evidence  obtained  to  show  that  the  rei|uirements 
f this  .\ct  were  being  contravened. 

»OODS  AND  DRUGS  (ADULTERATION)  ACT,  1928: 

Torty-one  formal  samples  of  sweet  milk  were  taken  during  the 
!e*ar  mid  submitted  to  the  Public  .Analvsl  for  analysis  in  accordance 
• ith  the  re(|Liirements  of  the  above  Act.  .\ll  these  samples  were 
-P'Jfted  to  be  genuine. 

Ihirty-one  informal  samples  of  sweet  milk  were  taken  and  all 
^lese  were  reported  to  be  genuine. 

I Ihree  samples  of  milk  were  taken  for  biolog'ical  examination. 
*id  each  of  these  .samples  showed  a negative  re.'ictioii. 
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The  average  monthly  results  of  milk  samples  were  as  follows  : — 


January 

February 

March 

April 

May 

June 

July 

August 

September  . . . . 

October 

November  . . . . 

December 

Average  for  year 
Standard  required 


Milk  Fat 
Percentage. 
3.79 
3.42 
3.58 
3.76 
3.90 
4.20 
3.92 
3.81 
3.81 
3.32 
3.72 


Non  Fatly  Solids 
Percentage 
8.79 
8.56 

8.71 
8.67 
8.81 
8.84 
8.82 

8.79 

8.72 
8.77 

8.80 


3.75  8.75 

3.00  8.50 


'I'hese  results  show  that  the  quality  and  purity  of  the  milk 
supply  is  being  maintained  at  a high  standard. 


ICE  CREAM  : 

.\s  re(|uired  by  the  terms  of  I he  Ice  Cream  (Scotland) 
Regulations  1948,  the  inspection  of  ])remises  used  for  the 
iminufacture,  storage  and  .sale  of  Ice  Cretim  was  continued  during 
the  year,  necessitating  45  visits  of  inspection,  the  service  of  one 
written  notice,  and  the  giving  of  twentv  verbal  intimations  to  the 
occupiers  of  such  premises. 

.\t  the  end  of  the  year  six  premi.ses  were  registered  for  the 
manufacture,  sale  and  storage  of  ice  cream,  while  .seven  premi.se."- 
were  registered  only  for  the  sale  and  storage  of  this  commoditv. 

d’wenty-three  .samples  of  ice-cream  were  taken  for  bacteriological 
examination  during  the  year,  twenty  of  which  were  considered  te 
be  satisfactory.  'I’he  results  of  the  analysis  of  these  samples  are 
appended  herewith  ; — 


.Snmplc  No.  Bacteria.  B.  Coli  per  lOOih  Gram. 

25  2.000  .Absent. 

26  22,300  Present. 

27  2,600  Absent 

28  1.300 

95  1 ,600 

96  1.000  ;■ 

97  7.000 

98  3,000 

106  2.600 

107 Over  1.000,000 

142  165.000 

143  2,300 

146  1.000 

147  1,300 

206  917,000  Present, 

207  3,287,000  Ab.scnI. 

208  3f),000 

209  34.000 

259  26.000 

260  17,000  .;  ' 

261  2.000  ..  L‘ 

262  4.000  „ 

263  66,000  „ ' p 

r Ft 


l 

f 
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Four  samples  of  ice  cream  were  submitted  to  ilie  Public  Analyst 
for  Chemical  Analysis  during-  the  year,  and  of  these  three  samples 
were  reported  to  be  unfit  for  human  consumption  due  to 
contamination  with  an  anti-freeze  solution,  which  had  gained  access 
to  the  ice  cream  from  a defective  appliance. 


FOODSTUFFS  : 

Twenty  samples  r>f  foodstulTs  were  taken. 

Sample  No.  Article.  Results  ol  Analysis. 

46  Butter.  Genuine. 

47  Lard.  do. 

48  Pickles.  do. 

88 Dried  Egg  Powder  (Sugared).  do. 

123  Tomato  Sauce.  do. 

124  White  Pepper.  do. 

125  Meat  Paste.  do. 

127 Condensed  Milk.  do. 

129  Cocoa.  do. 

130  Sweet  Pickle.  do. 

194 Dried  Egg.  do. 

210 Fish  Paste.  do. 

213  Lard.  do. 

214  Plum  Jam.  do. 

215  Cheese.  do. 

231 Plum  Jam.  do. 

256  Butter.  do. 

257  Cheese.  do. 

274  Cheese. 

311 Marmalade.  do. 


DRUGS : 

Nine  samples  of  drugs  were  taken. 

Sample  No.  Article.  Results  ol  Analysis. 

49  Seidlitz  Powder.  Genuine. 

50  Compound  Tincture  ol  Benzoine.  do. 

51  Syrup  of  Figs.  <Jo- 

126 Bicarbonate  of  Soda.  do. 

128 Almond  Oil. 

216  Zinc  Ointment.  ‘Jo. 

217  Castor  Oil.  ‘■lo- 

218  Gregory  Powder.  *Jo. 

219  Camphorated  Oil. 


TABULAR  STATEMENT. 

NUISANCES  AND  GENERAL  INSPECTIONS. 

No.  oC  complaints  received  (of  which  34  were  unjustified) 533 

No.  of  written  intimations  issued 4)6 

No.  of  verbal  intimations  issued 220 

No.  of  second  notices  issued 56 

No.  of  inspections,  Section  115,  Burgh  Police  (Scotland)  Act,  1892  8 

No.  of  notices  issued  under  Section  115,  Burgh  Police  (Scotland)  Act,  1892  40 

No.  of  inspections  under  Section  117,  Burgh  Police  (Scotland,  Act,  J892  . 199 

No.  of  notices  issued  under  Section  117,  Burgh  Police  (Scotland)  Act,  1892  25 

No.  of  notices  issued  under  Section  119,  Burgh  Police  (Scotland)  Act,  1892  25 

No.  of  notices’  under  Section  381,  Sub-Section  36,  Burgh  Police  (Scotland)  Act,  1892,  16 

Houses  let  in  lodgings  inspections 20 

No.  of  written  intimations  issued Nil. 

No  of  verbal  intimations  issued Nil. 

Common  lodging  house  inspections 40 

No.  of  written  intimations  issued Nil. 

No.  of  verbal  intimations  issued 10 

Bakery  inspections 35 

No.  of  verbal  intimations  issued 10 

Factories  Act,  1937,  inspections 20 

No.  of  written  intimations  issued 3 

No.  of  second  intimations  issued Nil. 

Places  of  public  refreshment  inspections 66 

Places  of  public  entertainment  inspections 30 

No.  of  written  intimations  issued Nil. 

No  of  verbal  intimations  issued Nil. 

f'lvmises  used  for  the  preparation  of  food  inspections 60 

No.  of  written  intimations  issued 15 

No.  of  verbal  intimations  issued 5 

Premises  used  for  the  manufacture  and  for  retail  of  ice  cream  inspections 45 

No.  of  written  intimations  issued 1 

No.  of  verbal  intimations  issued 20 

Shops  Acts  inspections 22 

No.  of  written  intimations  issued Nil. 

No.  of  verbal  intimations  issued Nil. 

Schools  inspections 12 

No.  of  written  intimations  issued 1 

No.  of  verbal  intimations  issued 2 

Tents,  vans,  and  sheds  inspections 10 

No.  of  verbal  intimations  issued Nil. 

Cattle  Market  inspections 8 

Rivers  pollution  inspections 8 

No.  of  written  intimations  issued 14 

No.  of  verbal  intimations  issued Nil. 

Creamery  inspections 14 

Dairy  inspections 34 

Piggery  inspections 2 

Slaughter  hou.se  inspections 10 

Smoke  observations 3 

No.  of  verbal  intimations  issued 2 

Colour  testing  drainage 208 

Smoke  testing  drainage 164 
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FOOD  SUPPLY. 

MILK  (SPECIAL  DESIGNATIONS)  ORDERS  (SCOTLAND),  1936-49 
ICertified  Milk  : 


The  following 

table  shows  the  detailed 

Sample  No. 

Bacteria  per  ml. 

1 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

Standard  required 

. . . . 30,000 

analy.sis  of 

Conform 
Absent  in 
Present  in 
Absent  in 
Absent  in 
Absent  in 
Present  in 
Present  in 
Present  in 
Present  in 
Absent  in 
Absent  in 
Present  in 
Absent  in 


each  sample 

Bacillus. 

1/10  ml. 

1/10  nil. 

1/10  ml. 

1/10  ml. 

1/10  ml. 

I/lOO  ni'. 

1/10  ml. 

1/100  nil. 

1/10  ml. 

1/10  ml. 

1/10  ml. 

1/10  ml. 

1/10  ml. 


jTl'bekculin  Tested  /Milk  : 


I he  following  table  sliows  the  detailed  analysis  of  each  sample 


tnple  No. 

Bacteria  per  ml. 

Conform  Bacillus. 

1 

Absent 

in 

1/10  ml. 

Absent 

in 

1/10  ml. 

^ 

Absent 

in 

1/10  ml. 

4 . . . . . . 

Absent 

in 

1/10  ml. 

Absent 

in 

1/10  ml. 

6 

Absent 

in 

1/10  ml. 

7 

Absent 

in 

1/10  ml. 

8 

Absent 

in 

1/100  ml. 

9 

Absent 

in 

1/100  ml. 

10 

Absent 

in 

1/100  ml. 

II 

Absent 

in 

1/100  ml. 

12 

Absent 

in 

1/100  ml. 

13 

Absent 

in 

1/100  ml. 

14 

Absent 

in 

1/100  ml. 

15 

Absent 

in 

1/100  ml. 

16 

Absent 

in 

1/100  ml. 

17 

Absent 

in 

1/100  ml. 

18 

Absent 

in 

1/100  ml. 

19 

Absent 

in 

1/100  ml. 

20 

Absent 

in 

1/100  ml. 

21 

Absent 

in 

1/100  ml. 

••  ••  •>  >•  •• 

Absent 

in 

1/100  ml. 

23 

Absent 

in 

1/100  ml. 

24 

Absent 

in 

1/100  ml. 

25 

Absent 

in 

1/100  ml. 

26 

Absent 

in 

1/100  ml. 

27 

Absent 

in 

1/100  ml. 

28 

Absent 

in 

l/lOO  ml. 

29 

Absent 

in 

1/100  ml. 

30 

. . . . 4.000 

Absent 

in 

1/100  ml. 

31 

Absent 

in 

l/lOO  ml. 

32 

Absent 

in 

l/lOO  ml. 

33 

Present 

in 

1/100  ml. 
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Sample  No  Bacteria  per  mi.  Coliform  Bacillus. 

34  272,000  Present  in  1/100  ml. 

35  9,000  Absent  in  1/100  ml. 

36  344  000  Present  in  1/100  ml. 

37  76,000  Absent  in  1/100  ml. 

38  Over  1,000,000  Present  in  1/100  ml. 

39  149,000  Absent  in  1/100  ml. 

40  372,000  Absent  in  1/100  ml. 

41  Over  1,000,000  Absent  in  1/100  ml. 

42  1,000,000  Absent  in  1/100  ml. 

43  Over  1,000,000  Present  in  1/100  ml. 

44  1,200,000  Present  in  1/100  ml, 

45  Over  1,000,000  Present  in  1/100  ml. 

46  54,000  Absent  in  1/100  ml. 

47  23,000  Present  in  1/100  ml. 

48  5,000  Absent  in  1/100  ml. 

49  3,000  Absent  in  I/lOO  ml. 

50  26,000  Absent  in  1/100  ml. 

51  240,000  Absent  in  1/100  ml. 

52  34,000  Present  in  1/100  ml. 

53  3,000  Absent  in  1/100  ml. 

54  Over  1,000,000  Present  in  1/100  ml. 

55  2,000  Absent  in  1/100  ml. 

56  4,000  Absent  in  1/100  ml. 

57  23,000  Present  in  1/100  ml. 

58  24,000  Present  in  1/100  ml. 

59  17,000  Absent  in  1/100  ml. 

60  51,000  Absent  in  1/100  ml. 

61  60,000  Absent  in  1/100  ml. 

62  3,000  Absent  in  1/100  ml. 

63  5,000  Absent  in  1/100  ml. 

64  3,000  Absent  in  1/100  ml. 

65  86,000  Absent  in  1/100  ml. 

66  7,000  Absent  in  1/100  ml. 

67  151,000  Present  in  1/100  ml. 

68  28,000  Present  in  1/100  ml. 

69  119,000  Present  in  1/100  ml. 

70  2,000  Absent  in  1/100  ml. 

71  15,000  Present  in  1/100  ml. 

72  10,000  Absent  in  1/100  ml, 

73  2,000  Absent  in  1/100  ml. 

74  15,000  Absent  in  1/100  ml. 

75  344,000  Absent  in  1/100  ml. 

76  50,000  Absent  in  1/100  ml. 

77  67,000  Absent  in  1/100  ml. 

78  24,000  Absent  in  1/100  ml. 

79  17,000  Absent  in  1/100  ml. 

80  17,000  Absent  in  1/100  ml. 

81  121,000  Absent  in  1/100  ml. 

Average 146,809  Absent  in  1/100  ml. 

Standard  required  ..  ..  200,000  Absent  in  1/100  ml. 


St.\nd.\ku  Milk  : 

The  following  talile  sliows  (he  detailfd  analysis  of  each  stimple 


Sample  No.  Bacteria  per  ml.  Coliform  Bacillus. 

1  10,000  Absent  in  l/lOO  ml. 

2 29.000  Ab.sent  in  1/10  ml. 

3 9,000  Absent  in  1/100  ml. 

4 720,000  Absent  in  1/100  ml. 
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Sample  No.  Bacteria  per  ml.  Coliform  BaciMis. 

5 8,000  Absent  in  1/100  mi. 

6  6.000  Absent  in  1/100  ml. 

7  ■■  18,000  Absent  in  1/100  ml. 

8 142,000  Absent  in  1/100  ml. 

9  10  000  Absent  in  1/100  ml. 

10  Broken  in  transit  

11  110,000  Absent  in  1/100  ml. 

12  41,000  Present  in  1/100  ml. 

13  1,000,000  Absent  in  1/100  ml. 

14  80,000  Absent  in  1/100  ml. 

I? Over  1,000,000  Absent  in  1/100  ml. 

16  2,000  Absent  in  1/100  ml. 

17  32,000  Absent  in  1/100  ml. 

18  15,000  Absent  in  1/100  ml. 

19  3,000  Absent  in  1/100  ml. 

20  4.000  Absent  in  1/100  ml. 

21  31,000  Absent  in  1/100  ml. 

22  59,000  Absent  in  1/100  ml. 

23  2,000  Absent  in  1/100  ml, 

.Average 151,409  Absent  in  1/100  ml. 

Standard  required  . . . . 200,000  Absent  in  1/100  ml. 


l’.\sTi£UKisED  Milk  : 

Tlie  following  talile  sliow.s  tlie  detailed  tmalysis  of  eacli  sample 


Sample  No.  Coliform  Bacillus. 

I’ Absent  in  1/100  ml. 

2  Absent  in  1/100  ml. 

3  Absent  in  1/100  ml. 

4  Absent  in  1/100  ml. 

5  Absent  in  1/100  ml. 

6  Absent  in  1/100  ml. 

7  Absent  in  1/100  ml. 

8  Absent  in  1/100  ml. 

9  Absent  in  1/100  ml. 

10  Absent  in  1/100  ml. 

11  Absent  in  1/100  ml. 

12  Absent  in  1/100  ml. 

13  Absent  in  1/100  ml. 

14  Absent  in  1/100  ml. 

15  Absent  in  1/100  ml. 

16  Present  in  1/100  ml. 

17  Absent  in  1/100  ml. 

18  Absent  in  1/100  ml. 

19  Absent  in  1/100  ml. 

20  Absent  in  1/100  ml. 

21  Absent  in  1/100  ml. 

22  Absent  in  1/100  ml. 

23  Absent  in  1/100  ml. 

24  Absent  in  1/100  ml. 

25  Absent  in  1/100  ml. 

26  Absent  in  1/100  ml. 

27  Absent  in  1/100  ml. 

28  Absent  in  1/100  ml. 

29  Absent  in  1/100  ml. 

30  Present  in  1/100  ml. 

31  Absent  in  1/100  ml. 


Methylene 

Phosphatase  Test 
Lovibonds 

Blue  Test. 

Blue  Units. 

Not  Reduced. 

Less  than  2.3 

do. 

Less  than  2.3 

do. 

Less  than  2.3 

do. 

Less  than  2.3 

do. 

Less  than  2.3 

do. 

Less  than  2.3 

do. 

Less  than  2.3 

do. 

Less  than  2.3 

do. 

Less  than  2.3 

Not  Reduced. 

Less  than  2.3 

do. 

Less  than  2.3 

do. 

Less  than  2.3 

do. 

Less  than  2.3 

do. 

Less  than  2.3 

do. 

Less  than  2.3 

Reduced. 

Less  than  2.3 

Not  Reduced. 

Less  than  2.3 

do. 

Less  than  2.3 

do. 

Less  than  2.3 

do. 

Less  than  2.3 

do. 

Less  than  2.3 

do. 

Less  than  2.3 

do. 

Less  than  2.3 

do 

Less  than  2.3 

do. 

Less  than  2.3 

do. 

Less  than  2.3 

do. 

Less  than  2.3 

do. 

Less  than  2.3 

do. 

Less  than  2.3 

do. 

Less  than  2.3 

do. 

Less  than  2.3 
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Phosphatase  lest 

Methylene 

Lovi  bonds 

Sample  No. 

Coliform  Bacillus. 

Blue  Test. 

Blue  Units. 

32 

Absent  in  1/100  ml. 

Not  Reduced. 

Less  than  2.3 

33 

Absent  in  1/100  ml. 

do. 

Less  than  2.3 

34 

Absent  in  1/100  ml. 

do. 

Less  than  2.3 

35 

Present  in  1/100  ml. 

Reduced. 

Less  than  2.3 

36 

Present  in  1/100  ml. 

do. 

Less  than  2.3 

37 

Present  in  1/100  ml. 

do. 

Less  than  2.3 

38 

Absent  in  1/100  ml. 

Not  Reduced. 

Less  than  2.3 

39 

Absent  in  1/100  ml. 

do. 

Less  than  2.3 

40 

Present  in  1/100  ml. 

Reduced. 

Less  than  2.3 

41 

Absent  in  1/100  ml. 

Not  Reduced. 

Less  than  2.3 

42 

Absent  in  1/100  ml. 

do. 

Less  than  2.3 

43 

Absent  in  1/100  ml. 

do. 

Less  than  2.3 

44 

Absent  in  1/100  ml. 

do. 

Less  than  2.3 

45 

Absent  in  1/100  ml. 

do. 

Less  than  2.3 

46 

Absent  in  1/100  ml. 

do. 

Less  than  2.3 

47 

Absent  in  1/100  ml. 

do. 

Less  than  2.3 

48 

Present  in  1/100  ml. 

do. 

Less  than  2.3 

49 

Absent  in  1/100  ml. 

do. 

Less  than  2.3 

50 

Absent  in  1/100  ml. 

do. 

Less  than  2.3 

51 

Absent  in  1/100  ml. 

do. 

Less  than  2.3 

52 

Absent  in  1/100  ml. 

do. 

Less  than  2.3 

53 

Absent  in  1/100  ml. 

do. 

Less  than  2.3 

54 

Present  in  1/100  ml. 

do. 

Less  than  2.3 

55 

Absent  in  1/100  ml. 

do. 

Less  than  2.3 

56 

Absent  in  1/100  ml. 

do. 

Less  than  2.3 

57 

Absent  in  1/100  ml. 

do. 

Less  than  2.3 

58 

Absent  in  1/100  ml. 

do. 

Over  2.3  L.U. 

59 

Absent  in  1/100  ml. 

do. 

Less  than  2.3 

60 

Absent  in  1/100  ml. 

do. 

Less  than  2.3 

61 

Absent  in  1/100  ml. 

do. 

Less  than  2.3 

Average  . . . . 

Absent  in  1/100  ml. 

Not  Reduced. 

Less  than  2.3 

Standard  required. 

Absent  in  1/100  ml. 

Not  Reduced. 

Less  than  2.3 

UNSOUND  FOOD. 

'I'he  undernoted  list  of  foodstuffs  were  dealt  with  under  Section 
43  of  the  Public  Jlealth  (vScotland)  Act,  1897  : — 


Tinned  Foodstuffs  : 

Tons.  Cwts.  Qrs.  Lbs.  Ozs. 

Apples — — — 12  12 

Apple  Juice — — — 1 12 

Apple  Sauce — — — 5 4 

Apricots — — — 12  12 

Apricot  Conserve — — — I 8 

Asparagus — — — 2 6 

Beans — — I 16  13 

Beans  and  Tomato — — 1 12  12 

Black  Currants — — — 2 6 

Brisling — — — 4 I3j 

Brussel  Sprouts — — — I — 

Carrots — — I 27  3 

Celery — — — — |4 

Cherries — — — 1 4 

Corned  Beef — 5 — I 4 

Crawfish — — — — 12 


Carry  forward — 6 2 21  1\ 
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Brought  forward  . . . . 

Damsons 

Fish 

Fish  (Herring) 

Galantine 

Gooseberries 

Grapefruit 

Grapefruit  Juice 

Grapefruit  and  Orange  Juice 

Grapes 

Grape  Juice 

Ham 

Ham  Loaf 

Irish  Stew 

Jam 

Lamb  Tongue 

Loganberries 

Macedoine 

Marmalade 

Meat 

Meat  and  Vegetables 

Milk  (Condensed) 

Milk  (Dried) 

Milk  (Evaporated) 

Milk  (Skimmed) 

Mixed  Vegetables 

Nescafe 

Norwegian  Sild 

Olives 

Oranges 

Orange  Juice 

Ox  Tongue  

Pate  de  Fois 

Peaches  

Pears 

Peas 

Pie  Apple 

Pilchards 

Pineapple 

Plums 

Pork 

Potted  Meat 

Pudding 

Rabbit 

Raspberries 

Rhubarb  

Salmon 

Sardines 

Sausages 

Soup 

Spaghetti 

Spaghetti  and  Sausage  . . . . 

Spinach 

Tomatoes 

Tomato  Juice 

Tomato  Puree 

Turnip 

Whalemeat 

Total 


Tons.  Cwt.s. 
— 6 


3 


Qrs. 


1 


•s 


2 

3 

2 

3 

1 

3 


2 1 


1 


1 


1 

1 


1 


1 4 


1 


Lbs.  Ozs. 

21  1\ 

1 I, 

12  — 

— 14 

— 10 

3 4 

9 12 

7 — 

2 8 

11  3 

1 — 

16  14 

— 12 

5 — 

— 8 

2 — 

1 4 

5 2 

18  8 

7 4i 

10  — 

20  13i 

— 8 

18  13i 

16  — 

15  -14 

— 4 

ij. 

*^4 

— 6 

4 2 

26  — 

18  — 

- Hi 

27  , 8 

13  1 

9 8i 

3 8 

10  7 

1 4 

21  10 

1 13 

- 13 

7 6 

6 — 

14  14 

23  11 

13  14i 

- 3i 

22  14 

22  7i 

l'5  8 

1 — 

13  8 

12  10 

3 7 

3 8 

2 6 

1 — 


9 9i 


94 


Other  Foon.sTnFPS  : 

Apricots 

Bacon - 

Beef 

Beef  Cuts 

Beetroot 

Biscuits 

Briskies 

Butter 

Cake 

Cheese 

Chocolate 

Chutney 

Cocoa  

Dates 

Fat  (Cooking) 

Figs 

Fish 

Flour 

Glucose  D 

Gravy  Salt 

Honey 

Ice  Cream 

Margarine 

Meat  Pies 

Mince  Pies 

Mustard 

Paste 

Paste  (Fish) 

Pastry  Mix 

Pickles  (Gherkins)  .. 
Pickles  (Mixed)  . . . . 
Pickles  (Onions)  . . 

Prunes  

Salad  Cream 

Sauce  (Fruit) 

Sausages  

Sausage  Meat 

Sausage  Rolls 

Semolina 

Sugar  

Sultanas 

Syrup 

Tea 

Tomato  Sauce 

Veal  Loaf 

Wheat  (Vita) 


Tons.  Cwts. 


I 


12 


2 

2 


I 


I 

1 


Qrs.  Lbs.  Ozs. 
— 10  — 

— 8 — 

— 1 8 

2 19  — 

I 5 6| 

— ? 7+ 

1 14  134 

1 21  — 

— 17  7 

2 3 12 

— — 8 

— 38 

— 19  2 

— 24  8 

2 9 — 

2 15  — 

1 4 — 

— 1 — 

— 4 8 

— 4 8 

— 22  8 

2 16  — 

— 11  4 

— in  44 

— — 3 

— 1 14 

— 8 10 

— 4 8 


3 10  — 

3 .16  — 

3 3 — 

- 16  — 

- 12  — 

"1  


-64 
3 10 

1 10  64 
1 — 


124 


Total  .. 


I 


10 


2 


95 


INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 


No.  of  visits  to  places  where  infectious  diseases  occurred 

Apartments  disinfected 

Articles  disinfected  (estimate) 

Articles  destroyed  after  death  of  phthisical  patients 

Notices  issued  under  Sections  50,  53  and  57  of  ’ the  ' Public  ‘ Healih' '{Scotland) 

Supplies  of  di.sinfectants  issued 

Library  Notices  issued 

Notices  issued  to  H.M.  Dockyard,  etc 

Sei-s  of  Bedding  replaced 


156 

182 

10,260 

40 


134 

556 

42 

53 

3 


Staff. 

DUNCAN,  M.R.  San.  I.,  M.  Inst.  P.C.,  M.I.T.A.,  Chief  Sanitary  In.specior 
and  Inspeetor  of  Cleansing. 

GORDON  S.  WILSON,  First  Assistant  Sanitary  Inspector. 

DONALD  MacKAY,  Second  Assistant  Sanitary  Inspector. 

WILLIAM  K.  ELLIS,  Third  Assistant  Sani  tary  Inspector. 

ROBERT  L.  MORRIS,  Fourth  Assistant  Sanitary  Inspector. 

KENNETH  N.  FRASER,  Senior  Apprentice  Sanitary  Inspector. 

PETER  K.  FRANKLIN,  Junior  Apprentice  Sanitary  Inspector. 

Miss  MARGARET  W.  CHALMERS,  Senior  CIcrke.ss, /Typist. 

Miss  MARY  L.  RITCHIE,  Junior  Clerkess/Typist. 


SOCIAL  SERVICES 
DEPARTMENT 


REPORT 

BY 

G.  K.  PLUMMER,  Social  Services  Officer 


Dunfermline  Town  C'ouncil’s  Schemes  for  the  Provision  of 
Welfare  Services,  Residential  Accommodation,  and  Temporary 
Accommodation  were  finally  completed  and  presented  for  approval 
*^to  the  Department  of  Health  on  30th  June  1949.  The  Department 
fc approved  the  Schemes  as  presented. 

The  detailed  services  set  out  in  the  -Schemes  are  not  yet  in 
ifiiM  operation,  but  this  report  endeavours  to  show  what  progress 
vvas  made  during  the  vear  under  review. 
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ANNUAL  liEPORT 


} 

PROVISION  OF  WELFARE  SERVICES. 

(a)  Blind  Persons. — Welfare  services  for  the  blind  had  already, 
been  developed  in  Dunfermline  through  co-operation  with  the  Fife' 
Society  for  the  Blind  and,  under  the  new  Scheme,  it  was  agreed ' 
that  the  Fife  Society  for  the  Blind  should  be  authorised  to  carry  5 
out  welfare  services  to  blind  persons  in  Dunfermline  on  behalf^ 
of  the  Town  Council  at  an  annual  per  capita  grant  of 


Miss  Bell,  the  former  teacher  for  Dunfermline,  left  to  take^^ 
up  a new  appointment  during  the  year  and  Mr  Bertram  Finnie.i 
of  65  Polwarth  Gardens,  Edinburgh,  was  appointed  to  the  area? 
in  October  1949.  Mr  Finnie  had,  before  the  end  of  the  year,? 
made  contact  with  all  registered  blind  persons  in  Dunfermline^ 
and  he  hopes  to  be  residing  in  Dunfermline  early  in  1950,  where^. 
he  will  be  in  closer  touch  with  the  blind  persons  under  his  care.| 
The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  cases  dealt  with  during| 
the  year : — 


Number  of  persons  on  the  Blind  Register  at  1/1/49: — 

Male  20  Female  24 

Number  examined  by  the  Ophthalmic  Surgeon : — 

Male  3 Female  5 

Number  found  to  be  Blind  within  the  meaning  of  the  Act 
Male  3 Female  4 

Number  of  persons  added  to  the  Register : — 

Male  5 Female  4 

Number  of  persons  on  the  Register  and  died  during  the  year: — 
Male  4 Female  1 


Number  of  persons  on  the  Register  and  who  left  the  area : — 

Male  2 Female  — ^ 

Number  of  persons  on  the  Register  at  the  end  of  the  year: — 

Male  19  Female  27 


(b)  Deaf  and  Dumb  Persons. — After  meeting  representatives 
from  the  Fife  Mission  to  the  Deaf  and  Dumb  on  9th  March  1949,  J 
it  was  agreed  that  the  Alission  be  authorised  to  act  as  Agents  for  * 
the  Town  C'ouncil  in  regtird  to  the  welfare  of  deaf  and  dumb|f 
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persons  in  Dunfermline  at  an  annual  per  capita  grant  of  £2.  The 
Mission  provides  both  spiritual  and  welfare  facilities  for  the  deaf 
and  dumb  in  the  Counties  of  Fife  and  Kinross  and,  with  the 
support  and  encouragement  of  the  Local  Authorities  concerned, 
is  endeavouring  to  develop  and  extend  these  services.  During 
lh<-  year  there  were  24  deaf  and  dumb  persons  in  Dunfermline 
registered  as  members  of  the  Fife  Mission, 

(c)  Other  Handicapped  Persons,  Cripples,  etc. — This  is  a 
completely  new  feature  in  welfare  for  Local  Authorities,  and 
Dunfermline  is  in  the  same  position  as  other  large  Burghs  in  that 
the  number  of  persons  involved  hardly  justifies  the  employment  of 
a full-time  specialist.  The  problem  is  a general  one,  and  most 
Authorities  are  still  awaiting  the  report  of  the  Advisory  Council  on 
the  welfare  of  handicapped  persons.  In  the  meantime,  wherever 
practical,  assistance  is  extended  to  individual  cases. 

PROVISION  OF  ACCOMMODATION. 

(a)  Residential  Accommodation. — 

“ Dav.var  ” Home. — This  Home  was  gifted  to  the  Town 
Council  by  the  Eventide  Home  Committee,  together  with  a 
substantial  sum  of  money  to  be  used  on  improvements,  on  the 
8th  February  1949,  and  since  that  date  has  been  administered 
by  the  Town  Council  as  a Residential  Home  under  the  National 
.Assistance  Act.  Certain  minor  improvements  were  carried  out 
during  the  year.  Plans  were  prepared  and  approved  for  the 
complete  rehabilitation  of  the  Home  and  for  an  extension  which 
will  provide  for  a further  six  residents.  Adecpiate  accom- 
modation for  residential  staff  has  also  been  allowed  for  in  the 
proposed  extension.  The  following  table  shows  the  number  ot 
persons  accommodated  during  the  year  : — 

Number  of  residents  at  9/2/49  . 

Discharges 

Left  to  reside  elsewhere 

Died 

Admissions 

Number  of  residents  at  31/12/49 

Waiting  List  at  31/12/49 

Garvock  House. — I'ormerly  known  as  Transy,  this  house 
was  acquired  by  the  Town  Council  for  use  as  a residential  home 
as  from  May  1949,  and  since  then  alterations  and  installations 


20 


3 


, . . 4 

. ..  19 

(one  vacancy) 
. ..  8 


100 


have  been  carried  out  which,  although  well  advanced,  had  not 
been  completed  by  the  end  of  the  year.  Fire  precaution 
measures  and  the  erection  of  fire  escapes  occasioned  considerable 
delay.  Furnishing  Schedules  have  been  drawn  up  and  tenders 
invited,  and  it  is  hoped  that  the  Home  mav  be  ready  for 
occupation  by  the  vSpring  of  1950.  Accommodation  will  be 
provided  for  some  25  persons. 

.As  the  extensions  and  alterations  planned  for  “ Davaar  ” 
are  considerable,  it  is  intended  to  transfer  the  residents  to 
Garvock  as  a temporary  measure  while  the  work  is  being  carried 
out. 


.Abden  Ho:me. — .After  negotiation  with  Kirkcaldy  Town 
Council,  agreement  was  reached  in  May  1949,  whereby  accom- 
modation is  provided  in  the  Abden  Home,  Kinghorn,  for' 
Dunfermline  persons  in  need  of  Fart  III  accommodation.  .All 
able-bodied  Dunfermline  cases  previously  accommodated  in  the 
Northern  Hospital  were  transferred  to  Abden  in  order  that  beds 
could  be  freed  in  the  Hospital  for  chronic  sick  cases.  The 
arrangement  is  a temporary  expedient,  and  will  only  continue 
until  such  times  as  further  accommodation  for  all  Dunfermline 
persons  can  be  procured  nearer  to  Dunfermline  itself. 

Males.  Females. 


Number  of  residents  transferred  from  Northern  Hospital  . . 12  2 

Number  of  Admissions 1 8 

Number  of  discharges — returned  to  own  home,  transferred 

to  hospital,  etc 4 2 

Died — 2 

Number  of  residents  at  31/12/49 9 6 


(b)  Temporary  Accommodation. — One  evicted  family  was  . 

accommodated  at  the  Northern  Hospital  for  a period  of  six  months 
during  the  year.  ^ 

There  was  fortunately  no  need  to  make  use  of  the  Scheme  drawn 
up  for  the  provision  of  temporary  accommodation  on  a major  scale,, 
to  persons  rendered  homeless  by  catastrophe.  ■ 

1 

(c)  Reception  Centre. — 84  adults  and  1 child  were  admitted  to 
the  Reception  Centre  maintained  at  the  Northern  Hospital  for 
persons  without  a settled  way  of  living. 
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Of  the  cases  admitted  on  a casual  basis,  only  two  persons 
remained  long  enough  to  be  considered  rehabilitated  and  eligible  for 
transfer  to  residential  accommodation. 

GENERAL  WELFARE. 

130  visits  were  paid  to  various  homes  in  Dunfermline,  partly 
in  connection  with  the  statutory  welfare  services  and  partly  at  the 
request  of  voluntary  organisations  and  other  Local  Authorities,  e.g., 
six  cases  were  dealt  with  on  behalf  of  the  Family  Welfare  Association 
and  three  cases  were  investigated  in  connection  with  the  Clydeside 
Air  Raids  Distress  Fund. 

600  overseas  food  parcels  were  distributed  and  investigations 
carried  out  in  connection  with  grants  from  Gardiners’  Charitable 
Trust  and  the  Anonymous  Donors’  Christmas  Coal  Fund  and 
Goodall  Trust. 

12  persons  received  a grant  from  the  Gardiners’  Charitable 
Trust,  and  loi  persons  received  grants  from  the  Anonymous  Donors’ 
Christmas  Coal  Fund. 

Under  the  agency  arrangement  with  Fife  County  Council,  the 
Social  Services  Department  continued  to  investigate  the  circum- 
stances of  applicants  for  free  mid-day  meals  in  respect  of  their 
children  attending  school.  At  31st  December  1949  there  were  80 
children  receiving  free  school  meals.  During  the  year  37 
applications  were  investigated  involving  87  children;  of  these 
applications  33  were  granted  and  4 refused. 
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